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Trio of Phillipsburg High School 

wrestlers make college commitments 

 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on April 18, 2014 at 9:17 PM, updated April 18, 2014 at 9:20 PM 

 

 

Jake Kocsis, Broderick Bupivi, Garrett WolfingerExpress-Times Photos | JIM MIDDLEKAUFF  
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Building a successful high school wrestling program may start on the mat, but it 

extends much further than the wins and losses. 

It's the history behind the program that gives it the most strength. ForPhillipsburg 

High School'sDave Post, coaching this year's Stateliners to an 18-0 record and an 

NJSIAA Group 4 team state championship was one of those great events that added 

to the program's history. 

Now, with three of his wrestlers -- Jake Kocsis, Garrett Wolfinger andBroderick 

Bupivi -- heading to the collegiate ranks, the program has been elevated to another 

level. 

"High school wrestling is an avenue to get into college. Their commitment to wrestle 

in college lays the ground work of expectation for us," Post said. "We look across the 

river at Easton and they always have guys wrestling in college at all three levels and 

we want that." 

Kocsis will wrestle at Binghamton University, Bupivi will go on to East Stroudsburg 

University and Wolfinger will compete at Pennsylvania College of Technology. 

"When it came to them making decisions, I tried to keep my opinion out of it," Post 

said. "I wanted them to make the decisions on their own. I was just there if they had 

any questions. But I am proud of each of them." 

As expected, each Stateliner had his own reasoning for picking his school. Early on, 

Kocsis was in the same boat as Bupivi and was on his way to becoming a Warrior. 

But as the season wore on, more schools began to call and his attention was pulled 

in multiple directions. 

"Before the season, I was looking at East Stroudsburg with Broderick," Kocsis said. 

"Things started to change as the season went on and it was tough trying to figure 

out where I wanted to spend the next five years." 

Things became clearer for Kocsis after he visited Binghamton, thanks to his rod and 

reel. 
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"When I went on my official visit to Binghamton, I liked the team and the coaches 

and I went fishing and it helped me make my decision," Kocsis said. "I called the 

coach the next day and told him that I would be wrestling for him." 

He plans to enter the environmental studies program in hopes of becoming an 

environmental lawyer. As of now, Kocsis isn't sure if he will be the guy to fill the 174-

pound spot for the Bearcats but he's ready to contribute any way he can. 

"All that hasn't been planned out yet," Kocsis said. "I know that a redshirt year will 

fit in there somewhere, though." 

Kocsis won't have to wait long to become part of the team. He will be leaving in July 

to start summer classes and train with his new teammates. 

Bupivi set his sights on ESU and pushed toward becoming a Warrior wrestler before 

the season began. 

"Broderick wanted to go to ESU from the start," Post said. "He had his mind made 

up. He just had to make sure that it was truly the right fit for him." 

Ultimately, it was and now he will be part of the East Stroudsburg wrestling team in 

the fall.  

Wolfinger had an entirely different situation when it came to furthering his career. 

"For Garrett, I definitely think that Penn is a great fit for him, too," Post said. "They 

are a growing program and Garrett Wolfinger is definitely a guy that you want to 

build your program around." 

Currently, Penn College competes in the NCWA division and is looking to become a 

Division III team in the future. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg High School's Dave Post is The 2014 

Express-Times Wrestling Coach of the Year 



 

Phillipsburg High School's Dave Post is The Express-Times Wrestling Coach of the Year. (Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD) 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on March 17, 2014 at 6:00 AM, updated March 21, 2014 at 1:08 AM 

Dave Post is well-versed in Phillipsburg High School's storied wrestling 

tradition. 

The fourth-year Stateliners' head coach has been part of that tradition for 

as long as he can remember. 

That said, Post knew something special was unfolding right before his eyes 

this winter. 

Post's Stateliners put together a season for the ages, finishing 18-0 and 

capturing the NJSIAA Group 4 state team title. 

But that is not how this season will be remembered. 
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What unfolded the Monday after the 'Liners returned home from Toms 

River with the program's 18th state championship trophy brought the 

storybook script to a screeching halt. 

The Feb. 17 disclosure of a photo depicting seven Phillipsburg wrestlers -- 

two of whom posed with the hoods of their sweatshirts up and shaped into 

points -- around a black wrestling dummy dressed in a Paulsboro 

sweatshirt, a Kittatinny singlet and hanging with a rope around its neck -- 

set off a firestorm of outrage and scrutiny and cast a pall over what was a 

dream season. 

Two days later, eight team members, including the one who took the 

picture a few days after the Feb. 1 victory over rival Paulsboro, were 

suspended and forced to sit out the remainder of the season. 

 

 Phillipsburg coach Dave Post reacts with assistant Bryan Kopesky after Stateliner Robert Melise recorded a pin in the Group 4 

final.Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH 

Post and his assistant coaches -- Scott Silvis, Brad Gentzle, Josh Haines, 

Bryan Kopesky and Joe Kushnerick -- were tasked with prepping the 

remaining wrestlers for the biggest three weeks of the season. 

"The kids that were still wrestling still had personal goals," Post said. 

"Energy is contagious. If I came in and hung my head every day and my 



staff came in and was down, it would affect the kids and I wouldn't be 

doing my job as a coach." 

The days and weeks immediately following the incident did take a toll on 

Post, who struggled with moving forward as the photo gained national 

headlines. 

"Just seeing (Post) every day, you could see the whole situation really 

wore on him," said Gentzle, who has been on Post's staff all four years. "He 

made it a priority to protect the kids. Knowing him the way I do, I know it 

was tough for him not to break. He kept it together for himself and he kept 

it together for them." 

"It tests what your true character is," Post said. "We had to show through 

our actions that we were going to be there for the (wrestlers). We have to 

be strong for them." 

The firestorm overshadowed what had been a historic run. It was P'burg's 

first undefeated season since coaching legend Thad Turner led the 1969-70 

squad to a 13-0 finish to complete a run of three-straight unbeaten seasons. 

No one had a better season. And today, because of that, Post is The 2014 

Express-Times Wrestling Coach of the Year. 

"It's obviously a great honor," said Post, a two-time state place-winner and 

2003 Stateliner graduate. "We'd trade state championships for these 

awards any day, but with the coaches that are in the area and the storied 

programs in the Lehigh Valley, to have this honor is incredible. We are 

very blessed." 

As usual, expectations were high for the 'Liners, who entered the season 

with a deep pool of talent returning from last year's 13-4 squad. 

But going undefeated? 

"You always set it as a goal," said Post, 29, a mathematics teacher at the 

high school. "You don't ever plan to lose matches. At first, I don't know if 

going undefeated is a realistic goal because you're dealing with 14-, 15-, 16-



, 17-year-old kids. You're going to have a letdown somewhere along the 

line." 

After strong showings to open the season at the Reno (Nev.) Tournament of 

Champions -- while competing without three starters and entering no 

heavyweight -- and the Bethlehem Holiday Classic at Liberty High School -- 

again without a heavyweight -- the 'Liners kicked off the dual meet season 

with a 51-17 thumping of Northampton. 

Dominant wins over North Hunterdon (42-13), Hunterdon Central (41-18) 

and High Point (52-13) followed to set up the annual showdown with 

archival Easton. 

"As long as I've been coaching, Easton wrestles with a chip on their 

shoulder when they wrestle P'burg," Post said. "No matter what type of 

team they send out, you have to perform at 100 percent because their 

whole season could turn around if they beat Phillipsburg." 

COACH OF THE YEAR 

2014 - Dave Post, Phillipsburg 

2013 - Jeff Karam, Bethlehem Catholic 

2012 - Dave Post, Phillipsburg 

2011 - Andy Fitz, Delaware Valley 

2010 - Steve Powell, Easton 

2009 - Scott Kupec, Pen Argyl 

2008 - Jason Magditch, Phillipsburg 

2007 - Brian Nesfeder, Bethlehem Catholic 

2006 - Frank Rodgers, Hackettstown 

2005 - Jason Hawk, North Hunterdon 

2004 - Rick Thompson, Phillipsburg 

2003 - Terry Daubert, Northampton 

2002 - Dave Crowell, Wilson 

2001 - Steve Powell, Easton 

2000 - Don Rohn, Northampton 

1999 - Paul Petro Jr., Delaware Valley 

1998 - Don Rohn, Northampton 

1997 - Ray Nunamaker, Nazareth 

1996 - Jeff Buxton, Blair Academy  

1995 - Steve Powell, Easton 

1994 - Don Rohn, Northampton 

1993 - Jody Karam, Delaware Valley 

1992 - Rick Thompson, Phillipsburg 

1991 - Don Rohn, Northampton 

1990 - Ray Nunamaker, Nazareth 



1989 - Bob Jiorle, Phillipsburg  

1988 - Ray Nunamaker, Nazareth 

1987 - Ray Nunamaker, Nazareth 

1986 - (Tie), Rick Thompson, Phillipsburg, and Bob Hall, Voorhees 

1985 - Steve Powell, Easton  

1984 - Vince Fitz, Delaware Valley 

1983 - Dave Crowell, Easton 

1982 - Rick Thompson, Phillipsburg 

1981 - Dave Crowell, Easton 

1980 - Bob Hall, Voorhees 

1979 - Dennis Fenton, Notre Dame 

1978 - Dave Crowell, Easton 

1977 - John Goles, Warren Hills 

1976 - Russ Riegel, Hunterdon Central 

1975 - Vince Fitz, Delaware Valley 

1974 - Bob Zarbatany, Easton 
1973 - (Tie), Jan Dutt, Phillipsburg, and Bob Zarbatany, Easton 

P'burg defeated Easton 36-20 and continued to roll to impressive wins over 

Kittatinny (48-16) and Paulsboro (38-21) in a span of 18 hours and right on 

through sectionals, where the 'Liners avenged last season's loss to 

Hunterdon Central with a 65-9 thumping of the Red Devils in the North 2 

Group 4 finals. 

"I don't know if at first we really thought we could go undefeated," Post 

said. "We knew we were going to have some grinds. High Point was a big 

one. The way we wrestled in that match and then getting over the hump 

with Easton. Once we got past that point, winning out became a little less 

of a fantasy and a little more of a possibility." 

Post and his coaching staff orchestrated P'burg's title run by filling a 

lineup mixed with front-line talent like sophomore 106-pounderBrandon 

Paetzell, juniors Corey Zinsmeister (138), Jimmy Schuitema(145-152) 

and Max Elling (152-160) and seniors Broderick Bupivi (160-170) andJake 

Kocsis (170-182) and junior Joe Maso (195-220). 

Add invaluable role players like seniorGarrett Wolfinger (145-152) and 

juniorTim Hinkle (195-220) and sprinkle in newcomers DJ 

Wissing (120), Drew Horun (220-285) and Robert Melise(220-285) and you 

have a recipe for a perfect season. 
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"That's what made us so hard to wrestle," Post said. "You never knew who 

was coming out to wrestle where." 

Besides the school-issued disciplinary action for violating sportsmanship 

rules, the controversial photo has prompted ongoing investigations by the 

Warren County Prosecutor's Office and the New Jersey Attorney General's 

Office Division of Civil Rights. A Paulsboro wrestler has notified the 

Phillipsburg School District he intends to sue over racial intimidation. 

The attorney for the wrestlers involved in the photo has said racial 

imagery was never intended or considered by those who staged the 

picture. 

Because of the threatened litigation and law enforcement investigations, 

school officials, including Post, have been prohibited from discussing the 

photo. 

On a competitive level, the fallout made getting on with the wrestling 

season a herculean task. It also meant making sure the seven wrestlers 

remaining on the squad were ready to compete in the postseason. 

"Dave and the coaching staff worked very hard to keep these kids together 

and keep them focused in the face of what was a huge distraction," 

Brandon Paetzell's father Paul Paetzell said. "He wasn't going to let 

anything detract from what these kids set out to accomplish. " 

"We told the kids not to worry about what was going on around them," 

Post said. "Go to school, do your thing and come to practice. When we 

came in, it was our way of getting away. It was our way of getting back to 

what we do best. That's working hard and staying focused on the task at 

hand. We had to make sure that we didn't lose sight of the fact that these 

kids had three weeks left to get on the podium in Atlantic City and we 

weren't going to take that away from them." 

All seven remaining Stateliners -- Paetzell, Stephen Friedman, Zinsmeister, 

Elling, Kocsis, Maso and Melise -- placed top three in District 1, earning 

spots in the Region 1 Tournament at Wallkill Valley a week later. 
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Paetzell, Elling and Kocsis were all crowned district champions, with 

Paetzell and Kocsis advancing to states with first- and second-place region 

finishes, respectively. 

"With only half a team left, we had to make sure these guys had enough 

workout partners," Post said. "We had to make sure they were still getting 

really good workouts. We had to be creative." 

Post laced up the wrestling shoes and took turns with Haines, Silvis, 

Kopesky and Kushnerick in squaring off regularly against Zinsmeister, 

Elling and Kocsis. 

"Post is invested in every single kid in that wrestling room," Paul Paetzell 

said. "No matter what." 

Paetzell lost his regular workout partner when Gentzle broke his foot in a 

pick-up soccer game, so lightweights Kyle Markus and Tom Kosar stepped 

in to pick up the slack. 

"Markus and Kosar didn't leave Paetzell's side. They knew he needed 

people to work out with," Post said. "(Gentzle) was a week removed from 

breaking his foot and he was out there trying to go. All my assistant 

coaches are great. They deserve a lot of credit for coming up with different 

ways to challenge the kids, to make sure the kids were always wrestling at 

that competitive edge." 

Paetzell and Kocsis both came home from Atlantic City with medals, giving 

P'burg two place-winners for the first time since 2006, when Jon Gregory 

(112) and Chris Norrell (152) finished fourth and fifth, respectively. 

Paetzell (39-2) lost a 1-0 heartbreaker to Delbarton's Ty Agaisse in the 106-

pound finals, while Kocsis (41-5) set a school record for wins in a season 

and placed fourth in the state at 170, dropping a pair of close decisions to 

Josef Johnson, also of Delbarton. 

"We had aspirations of putting multiple guys on the podium at states," 

Post said. "We took two guys down and we placed both of them." 



"These kids faced every obstacle head-on this season and they've handled 

each one admirably," Gentzle said. "This was just another knock at them 

and they never buckled. That's a tribute to them and that's a tribute to 

(Post). He handled it about as good as anyone could have. That alone is 

reason why he deserves an honor like this." 

Next season could see much of the same as P'burg returns 10 starters and 

12 wrestlers who saw significant varsity time this year. 

For now, Post and the 'Liners will try to heal and move on. 

"We all learned a lot about this situation," said Post, who lives in P'burg 

with his wife, Ashley, and 19-month-old daughter Madison. "The kids got to 

see that things happen and you have to pick yourself up and move on with 

your life. 

"For me, it has to do with having positive people around you. I leaned on 

the people in my life for support more than ever. There were some really 

low moments. But if those people were going to be strong for me, I had to 

be strong for these kids." 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Skyland Conference announces 

Raritan Division wrestling all-stars 



 
Phillipsburg High School's Brandon Paetzell, right, wrestles Delbarton's Ty Agaisse in the NJSIAA 106-pound final. Express-Times 
Photo | TONY IANNITELLI 

 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on March 14, 2014 at 5:46 PM, updated March 14, 2014 at 6:18 PM 

FIRST TEAM 

106: Brandon Paetzell, Phillipsburg 

113: Kyle DiNapoli, Voorhees; Evan Drill, Somerville 

120: Cody Ihling, Voorhees 

126: Ryan Pomrinca, North Hunterdon 

132: Max Nauta, Warren Hills 

138: Corey Zinsmeister, Phillipsburg 
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145: Jimmy Schuitema, Phillipsburg 

152: Michael Ciavarro, North Hunterdon; Max Elling, Phillipsburg 

160: Michael Sicola, North Hunterdon; Broderick Bupivi, Phillipsburg 

170: Joe Guzzo, North Hunterdon; Jake Koscis, Phillipsburg 

182: Cody Eichlin, Delaware Valley 

195: Anthony Cassar, Montgomery 

285: Marek Tomanek, Delaware Valley, Andrew Pacheco, Warren Hills 

SECOND TEAM 

106: Harley Sack, Voorhees; Paul Robinson, North Hunterdon 

113: Matt Kolonia, Delaware Valley; Matt Valli, Warren Hills 

132: Eric Martin, North Hunterdon; Stephen Friedman, Phillipsburg 

138: Moumen Akel, Somerville 

145: Christian Okulicz, Voorhees 

152: Dominic Bierwisch, Somerville 

182: Stephen Cleaver, Warren Hills; Travis Hartrum, Somerville 

195: Joe Maso, Phillipsburg 

220: Andrew Horun, Phillipsburg 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Easton's Kyle Baker eats up last chance to wrestle at home as 
Pennsylvania dominates Lions' Classic 



 

Easton's Kyle Baker, top, got a win for Pennsylvania tonight in the Easton 

Lions Club All-Star Classic. (Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD) 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on March 14, 2014 at 11:12 PM, updated March 14, 2014 at 11:19 PM 

After watching the fashion in which Easton Area High School senior Kyle 

Baker made his return to the mat at the 34th annual Easton Lions Club All-

Star Classic, maybe wrestling coaches should adapt a new training table 

food. 

"Sheetz is my favorite place, and chicken sliders are all I ever get there," 

said Baker, who had plenty of time to sample local culinary gems after his 

scholastic season ended on doctor's orders after a head injury in the 

District 11 Class AAA tournament. 

Baker came back to wrestle one last time in an Easton singlet tonight with 

those little sandwiches of bird acting like spinach did for Popeye as he 

pinned Voorhees' Mike Muscatello in 4:50 (5-minute bouts were wrestled) 
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at 145 pounds to help lead the Pennsylvania all-stars to a smashing 36-6 

rout of the New Jersey team in front of stands two-thirds full at Easton's 

25th Street Gym. 

For his effort, Baker was voted the Outstanding Wrestler by the media in 

attendance. 

"I didn't want to miss this last chance to wrestle in my home gym," Baker 

said. "It was the least pressure I'd ever felt at home, and this is a great way 

to go out in my home gym." 

Baker's departure from the scholastic wrestling season after a collision of 

heads with Dieruff's Jeremy Allen was painful enough physically, but the 

hurt of a lost senior postseason stung. And still does. 

"I don't think I am fully recovered even now," said Baker, who saw an 

excellent chance to be a state qualifier and even a medalist disappear in a 

burst of blood. "I still feel the pain, not physically. It's mental pain." 

However, freed from weight restrictions, Baker could at least indulge in 

previously forbidden treats of the table. 

"I got a little bit bigger," said Baker, whose wrestling career may not be 

over. "I'm undecided on college but I think I might want to wrestle. I don't 

feel like I am done yet." 



 

Northampton's Zach Valley, top, wrestles against North Warren's Matt 

Ritchie at 126 pounds during the Easton Lions Classic on March 14, 2014, at 

Easton Area High School. 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

Pennsylvania's all-stars made sure "done" was stamped on the match as 

they sprinted to a 21-0 lead, posted three falls and, amazingly, did not 

allow a takedown until the very end of the final bout of the night. 

However, that takedown was enough to give Phillipsburg's Jake Kocsis a 3-

1 overtime win over Northampton's Bobby Fehr at 160 to please the Garden 

State fans, who had precious little to cheer about before. 

"He and I have butted heads all through high school," Kocsis said. "We 

didn't wrestle this year, but I was 1-1 versus him. That was a really tough 

one for me. We were both really tired at the end. I was just able to get and 

collapse his legs for the takedown." 
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One way to avoid getting tired was to wrap the bout up quickly the 

wayLiberty's Noah Klingborg did at 173 pounds, pinning North 

Hunterdon's Joe Guzzo in 1:48. 

"We had a practice on Wednesday and everyone was breathing pretty 

heavily," said Klingborg, whose high school season ended one match shy of 

being a state qualifier. "I felt horrible (for 285-pounder Brady) Mutton 

(whose bout went to the ultimate tiebreaker before he lost 3-2 to Bound 

Brook's Stephen Johnson). So I want to put this away fast. He came in on a 

shot and I hit him with a kneeling flying cement job." 

In a way it was that state match Klingborg never got a chance to wrestle. 

"I had a good season," he said. "I have no regrets." 

Baker might have had some without the extra chance the Lions Classic 

offered. 

"It was exciting to wrestle at home one last time," Baker said. 

Bet there's a chicken slider or three in Kyle Baker's future.   

 

PENNSYLVANIA 36, NEW JERSEY 6 

132: Andrew Sutton, PA-Pen Argyl, d. Ted Caruso, NJ-Ridge, 4-3. 

182: Jose Ortiz, PA-Bethlehem Catholic, d. Cort Hotz, NJ-Ridge, 5-0. 

170: Nick Cortopassi, PA-Bethlehem Catholic, d. Jordan Juliano, NJ-

Voorhees, 6-1 OT. 

126: Zach Valley, PA-Northampton, d. Matty Ritchie, NJ-North Warren, 6-

0. 

152: Josh Ortman, PA-Parkland, d. Ronnie Spera, NJ-Mount Olive, 1-0. 
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138: Colby Ems, PA-East Stroudsburg South, p. Moumen Akel, NJ-

Somerville, 3:15. 

285: Stephen Michael Johnson, NJ-Bound Brook, d. Brady Mutton, PA-Pen 

Argyl, 3-2 UTB 

120: Ethan Lizak, PA-Parkland, d. Cody Ihling, NJ-Voorhees, 7-0. 

145: Kyle Baker, PA-Easton, p. Mike Muscatello, NJ-Voorhees, 4:50. 

160: Noah Klingborg, PA-Liberty, p. Joe Guzzo, NJ-North Hunterdon, 1:48. 

173: Jake Kocsis, NJ-Phillipsburg, d. Bobby Fehr, PA-Northampton, 3-1 OT. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Best and worst from an up-and-down  

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

Print 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on March 12, 2014 at 6:45 AM, updated March 12, 2014 at 4:11 PM 

 

 

A look back at a bit of a star-crossed high school wrestling season:  

 

Best individual bout: Once again, one of the very last ones of the season, 

butHunterdon Central's Gary Dinmore's 3-1 overtime loss to St. Augustine 

Prep's Jack Clark in the 152-pound NJSIAA final Sunday in Atlantic City 

had it all in six-plus minutes. Runners-up: Nazareth's Chase Zemenak's 1-0 

win over Franklin Regional's defending state champion Tyler Smith in a 

132-pound Class AAA quarterfinal in Hershey, Mar. 8; Liberty's Jake 
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Gunning's 3-2 defeat of Bethlehem Catholic'sAndrew Dunn Feb. 12 in a dual 

meet at Freedom; and Phillipsburg's Jimmy Schuitema's 10-7 defeat 

of Easton's Kyle Baker at 145 pounds in a dual at Easton, Jan. 23. 

 

Best dual match: Nazareth 29, Parkland 28 (on criteria 2, most bouts won) 

in the District 11 team championship final Feb. 1. A tense one throughout 

with some superb individual battles. The Blue Eagles were not at full 

strength, but managed their lineup for maximum production and still 

pulled out a district title. Runner-up: North Hunterdon 24, Voorhees 22, 

Jan. 15. 

 

Strangest dual match: Belvidere hosting Triton, a school located near 

Atlantic City, in a single dual, not a tri- or quad-meet, at 11 a.m. on a 

Monday, Dec. 23. Long drive for a dual. 

 

Co-Teams of the Year: Bethlehem Catholic and Phillipsburg. Unbeaten 

state champs.  

 

Best single moment AND best pin: Phillipsburg freshman 285-pounder 

Robert Melise's fall (his first varsity win on the mat after two forfeits) in 

3:34 over Southern Regional's Jesse Bauta (a state qualifier) in the 

Stateliners' 32-21 victory in the Group 4 championship Feb. 16 at Toms 

River North. One of the most remarkable single moments in my 28 years as 

a sportswriter. Runner-up for moment: Becahi coach Jeff Karam's reaction 

when his son Luke won the PIAA Class AA state title, Mar. 8 in Hershey. 

Runner-up for best pin: Warren Hills' Andrew Pacheco decking then-top-

ranked Kevin Wilkins of St. Joseph's Montvale in 30 seconds, Feb. 1. 

 

Worst single moment: Too many to pick from. May 2014-15 be free of all 

such nonsense. 
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Best clutch performance: Easton senior Elijah Brown keeping "The 

Streak," 67 years with an Easton individual District 11 champion, alive 

with an overtime pin of Parkland's Josh Ortman (a state medalist) in the 

152-pound final at Liberty, Feb. 22. Looking back at it, Brown's win seems 

all the more remarkable. 

 

Best concession stand: Belvidere could retire this award. Liberty's ice 

cream stand is a nice touch. Hunterdon Central has everything. As for 

worst, Atlantic City's Boardwalk Hall carries the day for serving me a hot 

dog on a slice of white bread. For $4.50, a bun isn't asking too much, is it? 

 

Worst trend: The ever-increasing vicious personal abuse directed at 

Bethlehem Catholic, its wrestlers and its coaches. Veteran media members 

from western Pennsylvania, no strangers to passionate and super-intense 

wrestling fans, were appalled by the language heard at Hershey. It's fine to 

root for your own team, and if you feel you have to root against 15-year-old 

kids wearing brown-and-gold singlets, that's your choice, but the vile 

language and personal insults needs to stop before things get out of hand. 

Oh, right -- they already have. So it needs to stop right now. Runner-up: 

two-mat or more finals. Talk about fan killers. New Jersey state finals were 

so much better on one mat than the PIAA's four-mat atrocity. 

 

Best dressed coach: Even considering those eye-rendering green slacks he 

wore once in Hershey, Becahi assistant Randy Cruz runs away with this 

one.   

 

Best student section: Phillipsburg by a hair over North Hunterdon 

and Delaware Valley; all three are clever and making attending matches 

fun. No one in Pennsylvania even close -- for shame. North's kids singing 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/school/frenchtown-delaware-valley-high-school/wrestling/


"Happy 100 (wins)" to the tune of "Happy Birthday"  to Ryan Pomrinca 

when he reached that milestone Jan. 31 was especially memorable. 

 

Worst shortsighted move: Easton's coaching budget cuts that lost Sean 

Richmond to Delaware Valley (Pa.) and Ryan Cummings to State College. 

Two of the finest young coaches in the state, gone. Hope the pennies saved 

were worth it. I doubt it.  

 

Best team to watch in 2014-15: Belvidere. Virtually all juniors. The Seaters 

weren't bad this year; next year could be really fun. 

 

Most likely state champs in waiting: In no particular 

order, Northampton's Dan Moran, Bethlehem Catholic's Joey Gould, North 

Hunterdon's Ryan Pomrinca, Liberty's KJ Fenstermacher, Warren Hills' 

Andrew Pacheco, Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell. 

 

Best coach to send any four-leaf clovers you find to: Freedom's Brandon 

Hall. No team had worse luck with injuries and the like. Even his coaching 

staff got beaten up. 

 

Best well-read former coach: Del Val legend Vince Fitz. His reading 

recommendations are as solid as his record was with the Terriers. Try 

Doris Kearns Goodwin's 'The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William 

Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of Journalism.' You can thank Vince. 

 

Most improved tournament: Hunterdon Central's hosting of the 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex event in 2012 left a lot to be desired. This 

year,  it was terrific. Well done to all.  
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Worst tournament idea: District 11's power point system. Time for a new 

formula. 

 

Quote of the year: "How you come back (from adversity) tells what kind of 

person you are," -- Liberty's Jake Gunning. Couldn't be a better mantra for 

a sport where almost everybody (except Chance Marsteller) gets knocked 

down once in a while. 

So that's all from a scholastic wrestling season that had its ups and downs 

but in the end produced its share of memorable moments and deserving 

champions. It's not quite done here, with the Lions Classic Friday, our All-

Area package on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday and then the NCAA 

national championships. See you matside, somewhere. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NJSIAA wrestling championships: No 

Hollywood endings for Phillipsburg's 

Brandon Paetzell, Hunterdon Central's  



 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on March 09, 2014 at 8:49 PM, updated March 09, 2014 at 9:17 PM 

 

 

If Hollywood scripted this weekend's NJSIAA wrestling tournament, the 

plot would have prominently featured two impressive athletes battling for 

state championships after overcoming adversity. 

The perfect Hollywood ending to Phillipsburg's storm-tossed wrestling 

season would have been to see 106-pound sophomore Brandon 

Paetzell capture a state title and have 2013-14 remembered for his grand 

accomplishment rather than a brouhaha over a photo. 

And screenwriters would certainly have scripted a title for Hunterdon 

Central senior 152-pounder Gary Dinmore after he'd been beaten by 

unbeaten four-time champ Anthony Ashnault of South Plainfield in finals 

in 2012 and 2013. 
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Unfortunately, while Atlantic City's grand old Boardwalk Hall might make 

a good movie set, it's in no way Hollywood. The reality of today's 

championship finals' story saw Paetzell and Dinmore fall short by the 

narrowest of margins, 1-0 for Paetzell to Delbarton's Ty Agaisse and 3-1 in 

overtime for Dinmore to St. Augustine Prep's Jack Clark. 

Stateliner fans who feel buffeted by the stormy currents of controversy 

surrounding their team, with more news popping up every week, hoped to 

seek refuge in a state tournament where it was all about the competition 

and not the controversy. 

Paetzell came agonizingly close to delivering the release everyone in 

Phillipsburg sought.  

"I got in on two deep shots and I just couldn't finish," Paetzell said. 

"I could almost feel Brandon was going to get the (takedown) at the end," 

Stateliner coach Dave Post said. "It's hard to get any opportunities against 

a kid as solid as Agaisse and you have to take them." 

Agaisse's dominant second-period ride and Paetzell's near-miss on two 

good shots -- two more than Agaisse took -- told the story, then?  

No. No, they didn't. Not all of it.  

What told the story was the tear-drenched face of a heartbroken little 

boy/young man afterward, a boy struggling manfully to come up with the 

words (pretty successfully, too!) to describe the biggest disappointment of 

his sporting life to reporters, a boy who classily credited his opponent for 

his accomplishment, a boy who's a proud honors student dealing with 

emotions and feelings they don't teach how to handle in any school, except 

the school of hard knocks. 

To know Paetzell is to know a happy, funny, charming kid with a broad 

smile, a winning (in many ways) manner and a cheerful outlook. So to see 

him ashen and tearstruck today was to know the result had ripped his 
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heart out, to know how much this sport matters to him -- and that truly 

makes him a child of Phillipsburg. 

No one at Phillipsburg will talk about the impact the photo controversy has 

had on the wrestling team, but common sense tells us this cannot have been 

an easy month or so for anyone connected with Stateliner wrestling. It 

certainly cannot have been an easy month for the Phillipsburg wrestlers to 

prepare for the postseason and wrestle their best amid the din. 

Yet the 'Liners claimed two state medals from Paetzell and 170-pounder 

Jake Kocsis (fourth) and Post said he couldn't have been happier with the 

state tournament Phillipsburg had. 

It would be a shame if controversy became the face of this P'burg wrestling 

season instead of Paetzell's face showing determination to forge ahead 

through his tears in a way anyone who knows what Phillipsburg wrestling 

is really about would appreciate. 

"Last year finishing fifth motivated me for this state tournament and this 

will motivate me for next year," Paetzell said. "The only I thing I know how 

to do is to train twice as hard as I have been." 

Post, who looks worn down by the whole last month, said, "The one thing 

that upsets Brandon now is that he has to wait 365 days to get back here 

and have another chance." 

There's no more chances for Dinmore, whose door to a state title seemed 

opened by Ashnault's graduation but was slammed shut by Clark's 

decision to return home to South Jersey after winning two National Prep 

titles for McDonogh (Md.) to add a New Jersey crown to his trophy case. 

Which he did, by battling off Dinmore's multiple shots and wrestling 

defensively until spotting a chink in the Red Devil's armor in the extra time 

and getting the takedown. 

"I really feel for Gary," Post said. "He is a really good friend of (Stateliner 

junior) Max Elling and we were all pulling for Gary." 



Dinmore's name, instead of being on a state championship banner, will go 

on the roll call of best wrestlers to never win a state title -- and very near 

the top of that list, too. 

That's definitely not a Hollywood ending. Paetzell still has the chance to 

write his own happy ending, though -- a happy ending he and Phillipsburg 

can spend 364 days looking forward to.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell, 

Hunterdon Central's Gary Dinmore 

denied gold in NJSIAA state wrestling 

finals 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on March 09, 2014 at 8:14 PM, updated March 09, 2014 at 8:15 PM 

 

 

WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

There seemed to be virtually nothing that could slow down Phillipsburg 

High School'sBrandon Paetzell, let alone stop him, in his quest to become 

the Stateliners' second state champion in three seasons. 

But it seems that P'burg's super sophomore has found his kryptonite in 

Delbarton's Ty Agaisse. 

Agaisse defeated Paetzell 1-0 today in the 106-pound final of the NJSIAA 

State Wrestling Championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City. 
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"He is really tough defensively," Paetzell said of Agaisse, who beat him by 

the same score when the two met in a dual meet last season at The Pit. "I 

got in on two deep shots, but I couldn't finish. And he's really tough on 

top." 

Paetzell was one of two Express-Times region finalists, along with 

Hunterdon Central's Gary Dinmore, who also lost his final -- 3-1 in 

overtime to St. Augustine Prep's Jack Clark. 

In all, eight area wrestlers earned hardware. 

North Hunterdon's Ryan Pomrinca finished third at 126. P'burg's Jake 

Kocsis(fourth at 170), Hunterdon Central's Dylan Nace (fifth at 132), North 

Hunterdon'sMike Ciavarro (sixth at 152), Warren Hills' Andrew Pacheco 

(sixth at 285) and Hunterdon Central's Collin Boylan (eighth at 145) 

rounded out the area medal count. 

Paetzell (39-2), an absolute buzzsaw offensively, was shut out on his feet 

for just the second time this season as Agaisse was able to fend off the few 

shots Paetzell got off. 

"It's hard to get any opportunities against a guy like (Agaisse) that 

wrestles that type of style," Phillipsburg coach Dave Post. "A year ago, we 

didn't get to our feet on bottom. We didn't touch his legs at all from neutral 

in that match. That's unbelievable with Brandon's offense. He made giant 

improvements this match, even though the score was the same. We've got 

to be able to get off bottom." 

Like the first meeting, Paetzell was not able to escape from underneath as 

Agaisse rode him out the entire second period. 

It took the Delbarton sophomore less then 30 seconds to score the decisive 

escape in the final period. 

"I knew his game plan coming in was to win 1-0 and he stuck to it," Paetzell 

said. "I got close a couple times on shots and just couldn't get enough space 

on bottom." 
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Dinmore reached the state finals for the third year in a row, and for the 

third straight season had to settle for a runner-up finish after dropping his 

OT decision to Clark. 

After losing back-to-back state finals to South Plainfield's undefeated four-

time state champ Anthony Ashnault the previous two seasons, Dinmore 

ran into Clark, who came back to New Jersey after spending three years at 

the McDonough School in Maryland. 

Clark (29-0), who won three Maryland independent school state 

championships and two national prep titles for McDonough, got the 

winning takedown 30 seconds into sudden victory to secure his first New 

Jersey crown. 

"In all honesty, I'm glad (Clark) came back up to New Jersey," said 

Dinmore, who finishes his high school career with a record of 142-15. "Not 

to say (third-place finisher Maaziah Bethea from Trenton Central) 

wouldn't be a good matchup, but Clark was the top competitor at my 

weight and I'm glad I got the opportunity to wrestle someone of that 

caliber." 

Dinmore (39-3) was actually awarded the go-ahead takedown with seven 

seconds left in regulation, but the mat officials (referee and mat judge) 

waved off the points in what turned out to be a good no call. 

"I knew (Clark's) tactics from neutral would be very straightforward and I 

saw openings when he took shots," Dinmore said. "So I decided to 

capitalize on his weaknesses was to get him to shoot. When I did shoot he 

was very good at defending me." 

Dinmore is just the third Hunterdon County wrestler -- joining Central's 

Tom Gibble (1979-81) and North Hunterdon's Dave Gaunt (1969-71) -- to 

wrestle in three state finals. 

Pomrinca (39-2) earned his bronze medal with a 2-1 tiebreaker decision 

over Monroe's Salvatore Profaci in a rematch of last weekend's Region 5 

semifinals. 



The three 126-pound qualifiers from Region 5 all placed in the top four, 

leaving Boardwalk Hall with state medals. 

Profaci placed third in Region 5 and Bound Brook's Craig De La Cruz won 

the state championship by defeating Don Bosco's Kyle Bierdumpful 3-2 in 

overtime in the finals. 

Bierdumpful beat Pomrinca 9-5 in Saturday's quarterfinals. 

Pomrinca beat De La Cruz in the regional finals. 

"I was talking with Sal (Profaci) and Craig (De La Cruz) about all of us 

from Region 5 finishing 1, 3 and 4," Pomrinca said. "I'd obviously like to be 

in the finals, but coming back this year after not placing last season is 

satisfying." 

Pomrinca finished seventh at 113 as a freshman, but broke his hand in last 

season's pre-quarterfinals and failed to medal. 

Kocsis (41-5) dropped a 4-2 overtime decision to Delbarton's Josef Johnson 

in the consolation finals. 

Johnson (38-6), who also knocked Kocsis off 3-2 in the quarterfinals, 

countered a deep single-leg attempt by Kocsis in overtime and converted it 

to secure the bronze. 

Paetzell and Kocsis give P'burg two medalists in the same year for the first 

time since 2006, when Jon Gregory (112) and Chris Norrell (152) finished 

fourth and fifth, respectively. 

Nace (43-4) put together an impressive Saturday of wrestlebacks, winning 

four straight matches to reach the medal round. Today, the Red Devils 

senior defeated Howell's Kris Lindemann 7-2 for fifth place after dropping 

a 1-0 decision to Camden Catholic's Mark McCormick in the wrestleback 

semifinals. 

Ciavarro (39-5) lost a pair of one-point matches today and had to settle for 

a sixth-place finish in his first state tournament appearance. 



Pacheco (35-5) lost to Bound Brook's Mike Johnson 7-2 in the consolation 

semifinals before losing 4-3 to Patrick Toal of Raritan in the fifth-place 

consolation. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Two Warren County wrestlers advance  

 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on March 08, 2014 at 3:50 PM, updated March 08, 2014 at 4:40 PM 
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WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Four Express-Times region wrestlers remain in the hunt for state gold at 

the NJSIAA Wrestling Championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City. 

Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell (106), North Hunterdon's Ryan 

Pomrinca (126), Hunterdon Central's Gary Dinmore (152) and Andrew 

Pacheco (285) of Warren Hills all won in the quarterfinal round. 

The quartet advances to this evening's 5 p.m. semifinals. 

Paetzell won a 9-1 major decision over Paco Robles from Emerson-Park 

Ridge. 

Pomrinca moved on with a 2-1 overtime decision over Hasbrouck Heights' 

Marc Mastropiero at 126. 

Dinmore (38-2), a two-time state runner-up, defeated Clifton's Patrick 

DePasque 8-1 in the 152-pound quarterfinals to advance to the semifinals. 

Pacheco used an early 4-point move to defeat previously unabated Nick 

LaShell of Hanover Park. LaShell knocked Pacheco out of the tournament 

last year. 

North Hunterdon's Mike Ciavarro (152) and P'burg's Jake Kocsis (170) 

dropped into the consolation rounds with quarterfinal losses. 

Kyle DiNapoli of Voorhees lost his wrestleback match at 113 and was 

eliminated from the tournament. His teammate, Cody Ihling (120), also 

lost in the wrestlebacks. 

Delaware Valley's Kody Eichlin (182) and Marek Tomanek (285) also lost 

in today's consolation rounds. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Phillipsburg High School's Jake Kocsis 

confident heading into state wrestling 

tournament 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on March 07, 2014 at 7:13 AM, updated March 07, 2014 at 7:14 AM 

 

 

 Jake Kocsis 

Jake Kocsis learned something about himself last weekend when he locked 

horns with Dillon Artigliere of Roxbury in the 170-pound finals at the 

NJSIAA Region 1 Tournament at Wallkill Valley. 

The Phillipsburg High School senior, who's not known to be short on 

confidence, wasn't completely sure he belonged on the mat with the 

returning state champion. 

Artigliere came away with a 5-3 decision and his third regional crown. 

Kocsis came away with something more. 

Kocsis' performance dropped him firmly into the conversation of 170-

pound state-title contenders for this weekend's State Wrestling 

Championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City. 

"It took Jake about a minute into the first period to figure out he could 

hang with (Artigliere)," Phillipsburg head coach Dave Post said. "I'm not 
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sure he knew he really belonged out there. As the match went on, he proved 

he did." 

Kocsis (36-3) enters the weekend as the No. 3 seed in the bottom half of the 

state bracket, while Artigliere (39-0) is the top seed in the top half. 

"I'm even more focused to get to the state finals," Kocsis said. "I proved I 

can hang with anybody." 

Kocsis, the top-ranked 170 pounder in The Express-Times region, is making 

his second trip to Atlantic City and knows there are no guarantees he'll 

reach the finals. 

He'll need to navigate his half of the bracket, which features returning 

place winners Luke Farinaro of Don Bosco and Delbarton's Josef Johnson, 

among others, to even get a shot at Artigliere. 

"The seedings don't really faze me," Kocsis said. "It doesn't matter where 

you fall in the bracket. You have to beat everybody to win it all." 

"Jake is unflappable," Post said. "He's your typical old-school P'burg kid - 

not scared of anybody. He approaches every match the same." 

Kocsis, who has had a breakout senior season of sorts - his third year as a 

starter for the Stateliners. 

The loss to Artigliere was Kocsis' only loss this season in New Jersey. And 

all three of his defeats are to opponents ranked in the top 10 nationally. 

Artigliere is ranked seventh in the country by InterMat Wrestling. 

Kocsis' other losses were to No. 8-ranked Kimball Bastain (42-0) from 

Maple Mountain, Utah and Garrett Peppleman (35-1) from Central 

Mountain (Pa.) - the No. 3-ranked 160- pounder in the country. 

"The strides Jake has made since his freshman year are remarkable," Post 

said. "And the credit goes to his own work ethic. It's been a 365-day-a-year 



process with multiple practices a day. He motivates everyone else to work 

harder." 

Kocsis cracked the lineup as a sophomore in 2012, going 19-12 and placing 

fourth in District 1. 

His junior year, Kocsis won 29 matches and made it to the district finals 

but settled for a silver medal behind Mendham's Sam Button. Kocsis 

advanced to A.C. with a third-place finish at regions the following 

weekend. 

"I really didn't know what to expect when I got to states last year," Kocsis 

said. "I wasn't really focused on what I was capable of. I think I doubted 

myself and I was pretty overwhelmed really. This year is a lot different." 

Kocsis faces Bound Brook senior Ryan Doerr (30-10) in Friday's 5 p.m. 

preliminary round with unbeaten Region 8 champ Kellen Whitney from 

Hammonton waiting in the prequarterfinals. 

Even with the road littered with pitfalls, Kocsis likes his chances. 

So does Post, who has taken turns with P'burg assistant coaches Josh 

Haines and Scott Silvis in working Kocsis out this week. 

"Jake hates to lose," Post said. "Whether it's in practice with me or Silvis or 

Haines, or if it's in the regional finals, he doesn't take a second off. He 

doesn't want to get scored on at all." 

Post was a two-time state place winner for the 'Liners in the early 2000s. 

Haines won back-to-back PIAA Class AAA state titles at Northampton in 

2003 and 2004. 

"Last year, I realized what I needed to do to be a state champion," Kocsis 

said. "And I think I've done everything I could to get me to this point. I've 

done all the off-season work with tournaments and going to Gold Medal 

(Wrestling Club out of Easton, Pa.) regularly. I've done a lot of weight 

training with my uncle (Mike Kocsis). All that's left to do is wrestle." 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Former Phillipsburg High School 

wrestling coach Thad Turner to be 

honored by Firth Youth Center 

By Express-Times sports staff  

on March 02, 2014 at 1:30 PM, updated March 02, 2014 at 1:32 PM 

 

 

Former Phillipsburg High School wrestling coach and teacher Thad Turner 

will be honored with the 24th annual Elizabeth Firth Wade Community 

Service Award at the annual Joseph H. Firth Youth Center banquet on 

Thursday, April 10. 

The event will run from 5-8 p.m. at Flynn's on the Hill, 341 Pursel St., 

Phillipsburg. 

Turner turned the Stateliners into a New Jersey state power, compiling a 

98-14-4 record in nine seasons in the 1960s. He coached seven Stateliners to 

eight NJSIAA state titles and his final three teams went a combined 39-0-1, 

including the 13-0 squad in 1969-70. 

Turner left Phillipsburg to become the head wrestling coach at Lehigh 

University, his alma mater, in 1970. He coached Lehigh for 18 seasons and 

went 171-104-5. 

Six of his wrestlers won nine NCAA titles and Lehigh's Bobby Weaver of 

Easton won an Olympic gold medal in 1984. Turner was named National 

Coach of the Year in 1979. 
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The Phillipsburg Rotary Club will receive the sixth annual Elizabeth Firth 

Wade Business Partner Award. The Lifetime Achievement Award will be 

given posthumously to Michele D. Broubalow, who served Phillipsburg for 

more than 40 years in various professional and volunteer capacities. 

Tickets for the banquet cost $35 per person and include a cash bar cocktail 

hour with hors d'oeuvres, dinner and awards ceremony. Reservations are 

required. 

For information on tickets or sponsorships, call the youth center at 908-

454-7281. Proceeds are used to support after-school, summer and sports 

programs offered by the youth center. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell, 

Warren Hills' Andrew Pacheco win 

NJSIAA Region 1 wrestling gold 



 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on March 01, 2014 at 10:44 PM, updated March 01, 2014 at 10:48 PM 
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As it turned out, there wasn't a lot fans of Express-Times region wrestlers 

could hang their hats on this weekend at Wallkill Valley Regional High 

School. 

Thankfully for them, though, they had Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell. 

Paetzell proved to be the region's one sure thing, claiming the 106-pound 

championship with a 16-4 major decision over Roxbury's Troy Stanich 

today in the finals of theNJSIAA Region 1 Tournament in Hardyston 

Township, N.J. 
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The Stateliner sophomore dominated the field, winning his three weekend 

bouts by a combined total of 41-9. 

"I approach every match wanting to be relentless," said Paetzell, who won 

his second straight region title. "I think I was a little more cautious than 

usual but once I got a lead, I was knew I could open up." 

Paetzell is one of just four locals to advance to next weekend's NJSIAA 

Wrestling Championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, which runs 

Friday through Sunday. 

The top three finishers at each weight class qualify for states. 

"You have to be at your best here or bad things can happen," said 

Phillipsburg coach Dave Post, who was named Region Coach of the Year. 

"You saw that today. You have some of the best wrestlers in the state and 

in the county in Region 1." 

Paetzell, who cruised into the title bout with a 16-3 major decision over Joe 

Aumann from Hopatcong in the semifinals, dominated Stanich with five 

takedowns and five nearfall points to improve to 36-1 on the season. 

"Brandon has got to be miserable to wrestle because you don't get a chance 

to recover," Post said. "There's never a second in the match where you get a 

second to think about mat strategy or that he's not attacking you. He was 

disgusted with himself for giving up a reversal there in the third period. 

That's what he was thinking about coming off the mat." 

Paetzell becomes the second wrestler in program history to win region 

titles his freshman and sophomore seasons, joining former P'burg 

standout and coach Rick Thompson. 

Warren Hills heavyweight Andrew Pacheco gave the local fans one more 

reason to cheer by defeating top-seeded Noa Merritt of Pope John 5-2 in the 

finals at 285. 

This win wasn't so much of a sure thing. 
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"My game plan for every match is basically the same," said Pacheco, who 

lost to Merritt by the same score in the Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex finals in 

January. "I like to control my opponents and I didn't do that in the county 

finals. I overestimated him when I should have been in control of the 

match." 

Pacheco (33-2) was the aggressor from the onset today, putting Merritt on 

the defensive from the opening whistle. After a scoreless first period, 

Pacheco escaped to take a 1-0 lead and then was awarded a stalling point 

to extend his lead to 2-0 after two. 

"We wanted (Andrew) to stay aggressive and that is something we were 

lacking early in the season," Warren Hills coach Jarrett Hosbach said. 

Max Nauta of Warren Hills, last season's 113-pound region champ, was 

taken down and pinned by High Point's Mike Derin in 1:34 of the first 

period of his 132-pound final match. 

Nauta got to the finals with a 1-0 decision over Devon LaFranco from 

Roxbury in the semis after pinning P'burg's Stephen Friedman on Friday 

night. But the three-time state qualifier had no answer for Derin, who took 

him to his back with a cradle and eventually pinned him with a body press. 

Jake Kocsis (36-3) of Phillipsburg gave up takedowns in the first two 

periods and lost a 5-3 decision to returning state champion Dillon 

Artiglieri of Roxbury, who is 39-0. It was Kocsis' first loss of the season in 

New Jersey. 

Kocsis got in on a pair of deep single-leg attempts that Artigliere, a three-

time region champ, countered into stalemate before the P'burg senior was 

able to break through with a double-leg takedown with just under 30 

seconds left in the match. 

"We had a match that coach (Josh) Haines put together for us," Post said. 

"There are a couple things that we need to tweak in that strategy and we 

earned a couple things about Jake, too. You normally don't get too many 



chances against a returning state champion and when you do, you have 

capitalize. We had some chances that we didn't capitalize on." 

Pacheco, who lost to Belvidere's Ryan Appleby in the finals here last 

season, needed just 1:23 in his two previous wins to set up the rematch with 

Merritt. 

P'burg juniors Corey Zinsmeister and Max Elling were denied trips to 

states by losing in the consolation finals for third place. Zinsmeister was 

pinned by Montville's Anthony Fano while Elling dropped a 7-5 decision to 

Jefferson's Luke Bohn. 

The pair were the only two region wrestlers in the consolations. 

Zinsmeister fell into the losers bracket on Friday night when he lost a 5-1 

decision to Mendham's top-seeded Eric Friedman but advanced to the 

consolation match with wins over West Morris' David Migliaccio and Jake 

Legotte of Roxbury. 

He led Fano 5-1 early in the third period and looked poised to collect a 

third-place medal when it suddenly all fell apart. 

Fano (37-4) stormed back with three takedowns in a span of 45 seconds of 

the third period before turning Zinsmeister to his back and pinning him 

with a tight-waist tilt in 5:41. 

Elling became one of four No. 1 seeds to lose in the semis when he was 

beaten 8-5 by Kittatinny's Nick Romyns -- the eventual 152-pound champ. 

Then he ran into the No. 2-seeded Bohn, who handed the Stateliner junior a 

7-5 defeat in the consolation finals to eliminate him from the postseason. 

"In my opinion, we have some guys that deserve to be wrestling in Atlantic 

City," Post said. "Unfortunately, they didn't have their best days today." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Phillipsburg, Warren Hills each send 

two wrestlers to finals at NJSIAA 

Region 1 Tournament 

\ 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on March 01, 2014 at 12:09 PM, updated March 01, 2014 at 1:03 PM 
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Phillipsburg and Warren Hills each had two wrestlers earn trips to Atlantic City 

with wins in the semifinals of the NJSIAA Region 1 Tournament at Wallkill Valley 

Regional High School today. 
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Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell (106) and Jake Kocsis (170), and Warren Hills'Max 

Nauta (132) and Andrew Pacheco (285) were all winners. 

The top three finishers at each weight class qualify for the state championship at 

Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 7-9. 

Paetzell cruised to a 16-3 major decision over Joe Aumann from Hopatcong. He'll 

face Roxbury's Troy Stanich in the finals. 

Nauta advanced with a 1-0 decision over Devon LaFranco of Roxbury to set up a 

final with High Point's top-seeded Mike Derin. 

Kocsis edged Kittatinny's Kieran Gerrity 5-4 in the 170-pound semis. He'll take on 

Dillon Artigliere, last season's 160-pound state champion, from Roxbury. 

Pacheco needed just 58 seconds to pin Pequannock's Joe Fierro. He will face Pope 

John's Noa Merritt, who defeated him in the Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex 

Tournament finals in January. 

Phillipsburg's Max Elling (152) and Belvidere's Kevin Merle (170) lost their 

semifinals matches and are competing in the wrestlebacks for third. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Seven local wrestlers survive first night 

of NJSIAA Region 1 Tournament 
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\ 

Stephen Friedman of Phillipsburg looks to turn Mike Oros of West Morris Central at 132 pounds during the first day of the NJSIAA 

Region 1 Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26, 2014, at Wallkill Valley Regional High School. 

Tony Iannitelli 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 26, 2014 at 10:45 PM, updated February 26, 2014 at 10:49 PM 

 

 

Kevin Merle entered Wallkill Valley Regional High School tonight as a bit 

of a newcomer in a strange wrestling land. 

The Belvidere High School 170-pound junior had competed on the 

Pennsylvania side of the river before moving to New Jersey before the 

school season, and was making his first appearance at the Region 1 

tournament. 
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"It's pretty much like being in Pennsylvania but there you get a 

wrestleback after a loss," Merle said. 

That's something Warren Hills' 182-pound senior Stephen Cleaver knew all 

too well after his promising junior season had ended by being pinned on 

this night last season. So when he rallied from a 4-1 deficit for a 7-5 defeat 

of Mount Olive's Anthony Colabella Wednesday, the emotion poured from 

him like water over Niagara Falls. 

"That meant my entire season, right there," said Cleaver, who jumped in 

the air, high-fived his coaches and pumped his fist in the air after he won. 

"Everything I wanted to accomplish as individual, right there. Because 

when you get to the weekend at regionals, anything can happen." 

Cleaver and six other local wrestlers -- Phillipsburg's all-junior trio 

of Stephen Friedman (132), Corey Zinsmeister (138), and Joe Maso, Warren 

Hills seniorRyan Witner (220), North Warren junior 285-pounder Will 

O'Connell and Merle -- will be looking to make magic happen at 4 p.m. 

Friday when the regionals resume with quarterfinals at Wallkill Valley. 

In all, counting wrestlers who had byes tonight, Phillipsburg and Warren 

Hills will have six wrestlers alive, North Warren two, and Belvidere and 

Hackettstown one each. 

The Stateliners got off to impressive starts with Friedman, the No. 7 seed, 

totally in command on his feet in a 10-2 thumping of West Morris Central's 

junior No. 10 seed Mike Oros, and No. 8 seed Zinsmeister's tight cradle of 

Newton senior Niko Grello for a fall in 1:41. 

But Maso, the No. 5 seed, didn't have things go nearly so easily in his match 

against the No. 12 seed, junior Ryan Stephen of Belvidere. A locked hands 

penalty point and a County Seater escape tied the match at 3 late in the 

third period and forced overtime. 

"He was stronger than a lot of 195-pounders," Maso said. "I knew it was 

going to be a bit difficult." 
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Maso got a hold of Stephen's leg on the edge of the mat in the extra session 

and from there practice paid off for the winning takedown. 

"Coach (Dave) Post really emphasizes dragging the kid into the center of 

the mat so you can take him down." Maso said. "We work on that all the 

time in practice." 

Maso now faces Mendham's No. 4 seed Aaron Flitcroft whom he lost to 3-1 

in the District 1 final. 

"It was tied 1-1, I lost in the third period," he said. "I have to be more 

aggressive and take more shots." 

Phillipsburg's fourth wrestler competing tonight, 285-pound freshman 

Robert Melise, was pinned by High Point's Christian Campbell. 

Also facing a rematch -- indeed a rubber match -- Friday is Merle, the No. 4 

seed at 170 and the only one of six Belvidere wrestlers to survive 

Wednesday's first round. 

"I have (No. 5 seed) Al Falco of Sparta, who I lost 10-7 to in my very first 

match in New Jersey and then who I pinned in a dual meet," Merle said. "I 

know I am the last wrestler from Belvidere and I hope I can carry the 

season on even further." 

The lack of a wrestleback tonight focused Merle, who pinned Warren Hills 

sophomore Kurt Nemeth in 2:38 after surrendering the initial takedown. 

"You have to work harder because you know if you lose, you are out," he 

said. 

Cleaver knows all about that. He trailed Colabella 4-1 in his bout before 

scoring three back points to tie the match in the second period before 

winning with an escape and third-period takedown. 

"Once I saw his hips get high I knew I could roll him through for the back 

points," Cleaver said. "To get to Wednesday here is one thing, to make it to 

the weekend is a whole other thing." 



For O'Connell, merely being at Region 1 was a step forward, much less 

moving on with a pin of Wayne Hills senior Chris Lohmann in 2:30 after 

Lohmann has taken him down in the third period. 

"My first two seasons I didn't even get to regionals and I really wanted to 

see how I could do, and advancing means the world to me," said O'Connell, 

the No. 5-ranked 285-pounder in The Express-Times region who will face 

Campbell in his quarterfinal. 

O'Connell took to trailing 2-1 and pinned Lohmann from there. 

"He really kept his composure, especially for his first time being here," 

Patriot coach Matt Parzero said. "He made a mistake and didn't lose it and 

just kept competing. It was maybe unorthodox to take to but it worked." 

O'Connell knew where he didn't want to be. 

"I could sense with this guy I didn't want to be on bottom," he said. "He 

deferred and I took top. I don't do that all the time but I made sure I made 

the right choice." 

Especially because, as Merle now knows, there's no second chances in the 

Garden State on regionals' opening night. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg High School wrestlers 

keep their eye on prize in wake of 

controversy 



 

Phillipsburg's Max Elling, left, Brandon Paetzell, center, and Jake Kocsis each earned District 1 titles on Saturday. (Express-Times Photos) 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on February 25, 2014 at 7:00 AM, updated February 25, 2014 at 8:29 AM 

 

 

The Phillipsburg High School wrestling team has been conditioned to expect the 

unexpected. 

But no amount of preparation could get the Stateliners ready for the roller coaster 

ride they found themselves on over the last 10 days. 

Last Sunday, Phillipsburg was riding high after completing one of the greatest dual-

meet seasons in program history. 

Fast forward 24 hours and the celebration sparked by winning the NJSIAA Group 4 

state championship ended with a resounding thud. 

The discovery of a controversial photo depicting Phillipsburg wrestlers posing 

around a wrestling dummy hanging from a rope around its neck was about to set off 

a firestorm of outrage and scrutiny. 
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Two days later, eight members of the team were suspended and forced to sit out the 

remainder of the season. 

So what about the Phillipsburg wrestlers who were left to forge ahead? 

The Stateliners entered just seven wrestlers in last weekend's NJSIAA District 1 

Tournament at The Pit as part of the punishment handed down by the school 

administration. 

Instead of banding together as a whole to bring home the district title as the 

accomplishment for arguably the best Phillipsburg team in more than 40 

years,Brandon Paetzell, Stephen Friedman, Corey Zinsmeister, Max Elling, Jake 

Kocsis, Joe Maso and Robert Melise were left to fend for themselves. 

Nonetheless, all seven advanced to this week's Region 1 Tournament, which begins 

Wednesday at Wallkill Valley. 

Review the District 1 brackets here 

Phillipsburg finished second behind Warren Hills in the team race as Paetzell (106), 

Elling (152) and Kocsis (170) won district titles, Friedman (132) and Maso (195) 

placed second and Zinsmeister (138) and Melise (285) finished third. 

"All the guys did a great job," said coach Dave Post, who was named District 1 Coach 

of the Year. "We thought we had a chance to advance all seven, even guys like Robert 

Melise with minimal experience. They work hard every day. Their focus is on 

winning state championships." 

It was the first semblance of normalcy the wrestlers felt all week, and that normalcy 

didn't come easy. 

Paetzell (33-1) lost his practice partner when assistant coach Brad Gentzle broke his 

foot playing indoor soccer the day after the team won its group title. Backup 106-

pounders Kyle Markus and Tom Kosar stepped in to pick up the slack. Friedman 

even pitched in. 
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Assistant coach Josh Haines worked overtime getting Kocsis (34-2) and Maso (23-7) 

ready for the postseason, while Elling (32-4) has been squaring off with Zinsmeister 

(23-8). 

"We tried all year to put our kids in scenarios that challenged them," Post said. 

"Whether it be wrestling two quality teams like Kittatinny and Paulsboro on back-

to-back days or wrestling four matches in a week, we threw everything at them. 

These kids can handle anything." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NJSIAA District 1 individual wrestling 

tournament predictions 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 22, 2014 at 12:25 AM, updated February 22, 2014 at 12:28 AM 

 

 

 

Phillipsburg wrestler Max Elling, left, is Brad Wilson's pick to win the District 1 championship at 152 pounds. 

Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH 
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My prediction for the top three finishers in the NJSIAA District 1 wrestling 

tournament today at Phillipsburg High School. The top three in each class 

advance to the Region 1 tournament that opens Wednesday and continues 

next weekend at Wallkill Valley. 

Remember, these predictions are not what we want to happen but what we 

believe will happen. 

 

106 pounds: 1. Brandon Paetzell, Phillipsburg; 2. Shane Metzler, West 

Morris Central; 3. Shane Murphy, Mount Olive 

 

113: 1. Matthew Valli, Warren Hills; 2. Kale Loughney, West Morris 

Central; 3. James Smith, Belvidere. 

 

120: 1. Joe Renne, Hackettstown; 2. John Schade, West Morris Central; 3. 

Zach Nauta, Warren Hills. 

 

126: 1. Matty Ritchie, North Warren; 2. Dylan Luciano, West Morris 

Central; 3. Austin Pidoto, Warren Hills. 

 

132: 1. Max Nauta, Warren Hills; 2. Stephen Friedman, Phillipsburg; 3. 

Kenny Morgan, Belvidere. 

 

138: 1. Corey Zinsmeister, Phillipsburg; 2. Eric Friedman, Mendham; 3. 

David Migliaccio, West Morris Central. 

 

145: 1. Tommy Vazzano, Mount Olive; 2. Kenny Kane, Belvidere; 3. Anthony 

Carida, Hackettstown. 
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152: 1. Max Elling, Phillipsburg; 2. Johnny Hayes, North Warren; 3. Ronald 

Spera, Mount Olive. 

 

160: 1. David Harris, Belvidere; 2. Anel Kadiric, Mount Olive; 3. Ryan Ostir, 

Warren Hills. 

 

170: 1. Jake Kocsis, Phillipsburg; 2. Kevin Merle, Belvidere; 3. Kurt Nemeth, 

Warren Hills. 

 

182: 1. Sam Button, Mendham; 2. Stephen Merle, Belvidere; 3. Steve 

Cleaver, Warren Hills. 

 

195: 1. Joe Maso, Phillipsburg; 2. Aaron Flitcroft, Mendham; 3. Theodore 

Gurnowski, Hackettstown. 

 

220: 1. Jesse Windt, West Morris Central; 2. Tim Byrne, Mendham; 3. Ryan 

Witner, Warren Hills. 

 

285: 1. Andrew Pacheco, Warren Hills; 2. Will O'Connell, North Warren; 3. 

Robert Melise, Phillipsburg. 

 

Team champion: Warren Hills 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Phillipsburg High School's Robert 

Melise is The Express-Times Wrestler 

of the Week 

 

Phillipsburg wrestler Robert Melise, top, leans back on Southern Regional wrestler Jesse Bauta, bottom, to pin him during the NJSIAA Group 
4 final Sunday at Pine Belt Arena in Toms River. Melise is The Express-Times Wrestler of the Week. (Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH) 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 19, 2014 at 5:45 AM, updated February 19, 2014 at 1:44 PM 

 

 

WRESTLER OF THE WEEK 
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Wrestler: Robert Melise 

School: Phillipsburg High School 

Class: Freshman 

Weight: 285 pounds 

Accomplishments: Melise posted a stunning and pivotal come-from-behind 

pin over Southern Regional's 20-3 senior Jesse Bauta for his first on-mat 

varsity win in the Stateliners' 32-21 triumph in the NJSIAA Group 4 

championship match. 

Honorable mention: Jr. Max Elling, 152, Phillipsburg; Sr. Jake Gunning, 

220, Liberty; So. Luke Karam, 113, Bethlehem 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NJSIAA wrestling team tournament 

notes: Phillipsburg student section 

envy of fan bases 



 

Phillipsburg fans cheer from the stands in what was a raucous atmosphere during the NJSIAA Group 4 final between Phillipsburg and 
Southern Regional on Sunday at Pine Belt Arena in Toms River. (Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH) 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 18, 2014 at 6:32 PM, updated February 19, 2014 at 12:23 PM 

 

 

Eight is enough: leftover notes from the NJSIAA team tournament: 

 

1. Delaware Valley coach Andy Fitz put his finger on the weak link of the 

NJSIAA's new seeding system when he noted that dividing power points by 

just 10 matches, instead of 21 or 22, there are going to be a lot more ties for 

6/7/8th places in sections and thus fewer byes. Getting the byes is a 

significant edge; to lose it because of ties is a real shame. 

http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/staff/brwilson/posts.html
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2. Phillipsburg's traveling student section at the state group 

championships was the envy of every other fan base. It was terrific to see 

such a strong group of students on hand to support their classmates. 

3. What-if department: Del Val, for one reason or another, had five 

underclassmen not on the mat for its semifinal loss to Long Branch. Put 

them in, and consider the Terriers would have been hosting No. 4 seed Wall 

in the final ... oh well. 

4. Voorhees gave South Plainfield a real run for its money in the North 2 

Group 2 semifinal. A healthy Vikings team may well have won. Voorhees 

may surprise in the individual postseason. 

5. What a difference between Friday night and Saturday for matches. 

Friday was electric; Saturday afternoon's Warren Hills-Roxbury sectional 

final had a sleepy feel to it. The weather left no choice, sadly. 

6. Were we the only ones who thought Hunterdon Central seemed a lot 

more interested in avenging a loss to North Hunterdon in the North 2 

Group 4 semifinal than beating Phillipsburg in the final? 

7. It would be nice if the NJSIAA could find a location for the finals with 

adequate parking. I must have heard a dozen fans say they had to park 

illegally at the Pine Belt Arena, and no one should have to risk a ticket or 

tow to see their kids wrestle.UPDATE: There is apparently a large parking 

lot on the grounds that isn't easy to find from the entrance to the arena. So, 

all the NJSIAA needs is a sign or two directing fans to free, legal parking! 

8. While Belvidere fans were disappointed in another home loss to Cedar 

Grove in the North 2 Group 1 first round, just earning a home match was 

an accomplishment for the young County Seaters to be proud of. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Can the Phillipsburg High School 

wrestling team ever be No. 1 in N.J.? 

 

Phillipsburg freshman Robert Melise acknowledges the crowd after his upset win that helped the Stateliners to a Group 4 title 
Sunday. (Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH) 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM, updated February 17, 2014 at 9:48 PM 

 

 

Over Dave Post's tenure as head coach, Phillipsburg High School's 

wrestling program can chalk up "accomplished" next to almost all its 
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goals. Team state titles, individual state champions, a win over Easton -- 

it's all there. 

Except one. 

That would be the coveted selection as the No. 1 overall team in New Jersey, 

an award handed out on the final day of the state tournament in Atlantic 

City. 

Post had noted earlier in the season, before defeating the Red Rovers, that 

a minimum requirement for the Stateliners to be No. 1 was to win all their 

dual meets, something Phillipsburg wrapped up Sunday by defeating 

Clifton and Southern Regional to finish 18-0 and capture the Group 4 state 

championship. 

But it would seem rather unlikely that the Stateliners will get that top 

honor this season. Bergen Catholic is No. 1 and almost certain to stay 

there. Three other non-public schools are in the top five. So if the route for 

Phillipsburg to reach that No. 1 team goes through the non-public powers, 

perhaps the Stateliners should schedule Bergen and Don Bosco and 

Delbarton? 

Don't count on it. In fact, count on it not happening. 

"We wrestle a lot of the best public school programs in the state and that is 

how we intend to keep it," Post said today. "We look for matches with the 

best public schools all over New Jersey." 

Post explicitly ruled out adding matches with the prep powers. 

"That's how I feel about it, and I think our fans and our school feels the 

same way," Post said. 

There was a coolness, a reserve to Post's usually bright and animated voice 

when discussing the matter that seemed to reflect his distaste for matches 

with the likes of Bergen and Don Bosco. 

The Stateliners can hardly be accused of seeking out soft touches. 
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"It's not like we set up our schedule to go undefeated," Post said, and he's 

absolutely right. Look at Phillipsburg's independent matches scheduled for 

this season: Easton, Hunterdon Central, Kittatinny, High Point, Howell, 

Parkland, Paulsboro, Northampton, South Plainfield. 

Then add in the Skyland matches with teams such as North Hunterdon and 

Delaware Valley, and, next year, against Bound Brook. Not a recipe for 

cupcakes. 

So the question becomes, can Phillipsburg ever be the No. 1 team in New 

Jersey? Or will be the Stateliners have to settle for being, as Del Val coach 

Andy Fitz called them this year, "the best public school program in the 

state of New Jersey." 

South Plainfield took home No. 1 for the last two seasons, so public schools 

certainly can reach the top. But those South Plainfield teams boasted a 

once-in-a-lifetime collection of stunningly talented wrestlers, and it's 

probably fair to say that kind of team will be somewhat rare to occur at a 

public school. 

That kind of legendary squad may be what Phillipsburg needs to be 

honored as No. 1 in Boardwalk Hall. Until then, the Stateliners will be 

happy to rack up team titles in Group 4 and take on the best teams -- public 

school teams -- they can find. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg High School's last 

unbeaten wrestling team dazzled by its 

successor 44 years later 



 

This year's Phillipsburg High School wrestling team is one for the history books. (Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH) 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM, updated February 16, 2014 at 10:27 PM 

 

 

Jack Thompson and his Phillipsburg High School wrestling team 

teammates accomplished something in the winter of 1970 that they've been 

waiting patiently to see again. 

Well, maybe not so patiently. 

"About time we had another unbeaten team," said Thompson after the 44-

year for another perfect bunch of Stateliners ended this afternoon when 

Phillipsburg finished off a 18-0 season and won its 18th state championship 
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by defeating Southern Regional 32-21 amid scenes of pandemonium in the 

Pine Belt Arena at Toms River North. 

Phillipsburg wrestling team defeats Southern Regional for 2014 NJSIAA 

Group 4 title 

Phillipsburg freshman wrestler Robert Melise and head coach Dave Post 

talk about what went into Melise's stunning heavyweight win over favored 

Southern Regional wrestler Jesse Bauta during the NJSIAA Group 4 final 

at Pine Belt Arena on Feb. 16, 2014. 

Thompson and several of his teammates from that well-remembered '70 

squad roared and cheered from the stands amid the crush of garnet-and-

gray clad hordes that turned the arena into a Shore version of The Pit. It's 

entirely typical of Phillipsburg athletics -- indeed it's part of what makes 

Stateliner sports so special -- that men who led an unbeaten team 44 years 

ago were there in person to see another. 

"I want to see Phillipsburg go unbeaten every year," said Thompson, the 

brother of longtime Phillipsburg coach, and current Bangor coach, Rick 

Thompson. "This is fantastic, to be unbeaten again is unbelievable. These 

kids are great." 

No one who saw Phillipsburg this season, especially this afternoon, could 

possibly disagree. Southern came in ranked No. 6 in the state to the 

Stateliners' No. 7, won the toss, took a couple of tossup bouts and even so 

were still well-beaten with two matches to spare. Freshman Robert 

Melise's flabbergasting, fantastic and finishing-off fall at 285 pounds 

surely marked the highlight; Melise's Peterson Roll-into-headlock will be 

the kind of moment Stateliner fans will talk about long even after all those 

alive who saw it have passed on. It's a neat thought to imagine Melise and 

some of his teammates in the stands, 40 years from now, cheering for 

future 'Liner champs as Thompson and his friends did this afternoon. 

Back in the present, up and down the lineup the Stateliners had all the 

answers: they matched Southern's strength and physicality and exceeded 

the Rams in skill.  
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The Rams were merely the latest high-quality foe gobbled up by 

Phillipsburg; as Howell, High Point, Hunterdon Central (twice), 

Paulsboro, North Hunterdon, Kittatinny, Warren Hills, Northampton, Del 

Val and, of course, Easton were swept aside, the P'burg seniors began to 

add another goal to the state championship they craved. 

"We were 4-0, then we were 7-0, and then we were 10-0 and we knew we 

were on a roll, beating quality teams such as Easton and High Point, we 

blew High Point out," said senior tri-captain Jake Kocsis, who has never 

looked happier on a mat then after his pin at 182 helped raise the Garnet 

tide that swamped Southern. 

"Then we figured why not go 17-0?," said senior tri-captain Broderick 

Bupivi, whose narrow 3-2 win at 170 put Phillipsburg ahead to stay. "We 

were rolling over teams, and here we were close to doing something 

legendary." 

Now they have, and they'll never be forgotten. "I can't express what it 

means for us to finish unbeaten," said senior tri-captain Garrett Wolfinger. 

"We didn't really think about going unbeaten, but we just kept pushing." 

Just kept pushing, kept pushing to turn decisions into major decisions, 

majors into technical falls, tech falls into pins, and pins into decisive 

moments such as Melise's fall this afternoon. Phillipsburg's eye for the fall, 

so devastating to its foes both physically and mentally, warmed the hearts 

of men such as Thompson, mentored by the legendary Thad Turner. "These 

kids always want to pin and they don't get pinned," Thompson said. 

"Coach Turner had a pinning chart and we'd do anything to move up the 

chart." 

This generation of Stateliners is moving up the charts fast in 

accomplishments under coach Dave Post. The annoying streak of no 

individual state champions, over with. Losing streak to Easton, finished. 

Loss in 2013 sectional final to Hunterdon Central? Avenged, with fury, 

twice. Unbeaten season? All locked up.  
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Post, who may well be piling up some hardware of his own when the 

various Coach of the Year awards get handed out, said his young charges 

are aware of the history they are helping write."Our guys want to know 

about our history, about coach Turner; they take such pride in it," Post 

said. "(Sophomore 106-pounder) Brandon Paetzell has been wanting to 

learn about coach Turner and all of our past history. And there aren't 

words to describe our fans; half the town was here today to support our 

kids, and they love that." 

What the fans love is to watch a team that wrestles with the skill, passion 

and intensity that these 'Liners do, a team that competes as hard as 

possible but still in a respectful and sportsmanlike manner, a team that has 

fun on the mat.  

And that has one other key aspect, an aspect that's part of every great 

Stateliner team dating back decades."It's the heart," Paetzell said. "It's a 

P'burg thing, ingrained into us." 

That heart never beat louder than it did in Toms River as the Stateliners 

made it two state titles in three seasons, and with more to come, Thompson 

hopes. 

"I think we can be even better next year," he said. 

Given the available evidence, Thompson and his teammates won't have to 

wait 44 years for the next unbeaten Phillipsburg wrestling team to come 

along. The core of the next one may very well have been on the mat this 

afternoon. 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/player/brandon-paetzell/


"I don't know if we can do better than this," Paetzell said. "But we can 

definitely equal it." Thompson and his teammates would be happy to settle 

for that. \ 

Phillipsburg head coach Dave Post jumps on the back of assistant coach Bryan Kopesky after freshman wrestler Robert Melise 

pulled out a shocker by pinning heavily favored Southern Regional wrestler Jesse Bauta during the NJSIAA Group 4 final at Pine Belt 

Arena on Feb. 16, 2014. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg High School wrestlers 

complete undefeated season with win 

over Southern Regional in Group 4 

final 



 

Southern Head Coach 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on February 16, 2014 at 8:43 PM 

 

 

Heroes can come from the most unlikely of places. 

For the Phillipsburg High School wrestling team tonight, one came in the 

form of freshman Robert Melise. 

Melise, a seldom-used backup, made an instant name for himself with a 

come-from-behind fall in the 285-pound bout to help the Stateliners defeat 

Southern Regional 32-21 in a battle of unbeatens at the NJSIAA State Team 

Wrestling Championships at Toms River North High School's Pine Belt 

Arena. 

Phillipsburg wrestling team defeats Southern Regional for 2014 NJSIAA 

Group 4 title Phillipsburg freshman wrestler Robert Melise and head coach 

Dave Post talk about what went into Melise's stunning heavyweight win 
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over favored Southern Regional wrestler Jesse Bauta during the NJSIAA 

Group 4 final at Pine Belt Arena on Feb. 16, 2014. 

Melise trailed Southern's Jesse Bauta 6-2 when he reversed him to his back 

for a fall, setting Pine Belt on its ear. 

"(Melise) sacrifices a lot for this program," Phillipsburg coach Dave Post 

said. "He was seven pounds under weight when we got on the bus to come 

down here today. He drank a gallon of water and ate whatever he could get 

his hands on just to get up to 199 pounds so he could wrestle heavyweight. 

That's the kind of commitment that makes this program special." 

P'burg finished the season 18-0, becoming the fourth Stateliners' team to go 

undefeated and the first since the 1969-70 squad, which went 13-0 under 

coaching legend Thad Turner to finish a run three straight unbeaten 

seasons. 

P'burg, ranked No. 3 by both The Express-Times and the NJWWA top 20, 

was clinging to a 22-15 lead with the Rams favored in three of the four 

remaining bouts. 

With Bauta (23-6) seemingly in complete control of Melise, it was looking 

like the Liners' perfect season was in jeopardy. 

Instead, Melise hit a Peterson roll from underneath, reversing Bauta to his 

back, switched to a headlock and finished off the Rams senior with a body 

press in 3:34. It was the first victory Melise (3-4) had earned on the mat, 

his other two wins coming via forfeits. 

"I still cannot believe what happened," said Melise, "My approach was to 

not get pinned and not give up bonus (points). Coach Post told me to go out 

and have fun. I did not go there thinking I was going to pin (Bauta). When 

it happened, I was as surprised as anyone else." 

The pin extended P'burg's lead to 28-15 with standout 106-

pounder Brandon Paetzell set to take the mat. 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/player/brandon-paetzell


Paetzell (30-1), ranked No. 1 at 106 by The Express-Times and No. 2 in the 

state by The Star-Ledger, won a dominant, but cautious, 9-1 major decision 

over Frank Amiano to clinch the match. 

"I was doing the math and when (Melise) got the pin, I knew we only 

needed one win," Paetzell said. "I had a couple clinchers but this is 

definitely the best one. Better thanEaston." 

Southern Regional (21-1), ranked No. 7 in the NJWWA top 20, won the final 

two bouts to account for the final score. 

"Every time we come down here, it's somebody else that steps up and does 

something unthinkable," Post said. "Last time we were here (in 2012), we 

were talking about Zach Fisher pulling out an unthinkable win over a 

state-ranked kid. Today, (Melise) is losing in the match and he pulls out an 

incredible win. It's a credit to everybody involved with P'burg wrestling." 

The Stateliners won Group 4 in similar fashion in 2012, knocking off Brick 

Memorial, 29-27, in a thriller when Fisher upset the Mustangs' Joe Ghione 

4-2 in the final bout of the match. 

The title is Phillipsburg's ninth Group 4 crown and the 18th overall group 

championship in the program's storied history. 

In contrast, Southern has won four straight South Jersey Group 4 titles 

and nine in the last 10 years, but has come away with just one group state 

championship. 

The Rams' only title came when they beat P'burg 30-25 in the Group 4 

finals in 2005. 

The 'Liners also got key wins from junior 132-pounder Stephen 

Friedman, Jim Schuitema at 145 and Broderick Bupivi at 170. 

Southern's Andrew Tonneson (24-3) kicked off the match with a 6-3 

decision over Tylor Petchonka at 126. 
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Friedman (15-13) countered with a big 5-3 win over Bryan Brown to tie the 

match at 3. 

"Coach (Brad) Gentzle took me aside after practice yesterday and told me 

that I've wrestled the toughest schedule on the team," Friedman said. "He 

said, 'All we need is one win out of you tomorrow.' He gave me a little 

confidence and I know I can do it, because of the guys I've wrestled this 

year." 

"I don't think anybody has wrestled a tougher schedule that (Friedman)," 

Post said. "He was a district champion as a freshman, but now at 132, one 

of the tougher weights in the state, he has just above a .500 record. But to 

go out beat an opponent like Brown on this stage is impressive." 

Schuitema (22-4) used a pair of counter takedowns to beat talented Rams' 

senior Zach Wilhelm (21-4) after the Matt Wilhelm's 10-8 come-from-

behind win over P'burg'sCorey Zinsmeister at 138. 

Zinsmeister raced out to a 4-0 lead, but Wilhelm stormed back with two 

takedowns in each of the final two periods to win it. 

Bupivi (24-9) won a 3-2 dogfight over Gerardo Jorge at 170 in a bout 

Southern expected to win. 

Bupivi's win followed Max Elling's 15-7 major decision at 160 and put the 

'Liners ahead 13-12. 

They wouldn't trail again. 

Jake Kocsis (31-2) got Pburg's only other pin of the match at 182, when he 

flattened Peyton Blauvent in 3:43. 

"This is great," Friedman said. "As many historically great P'burg teams 

there were, not many of them have gone undefeated. This just adds to our 

legacy. This is just another special P'burg team." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Phillipsburg High School wrestlers 

advance to NJSIAA Group 4 title 

match 

 

Phillipsburg wrestler Corey Zinsmeister, left, controls Clifton wrestler Maurice Marsilla, right, in the 138-pound weight class during the 

NJSIAA Group 4 semifinals at Pine Belt Arena on Feb. 16, 2014. 

Matt Smith | The Express-Times 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on February 16, 2014 at 12:15 PM, updated February 16, 2014 at 2:11 PM 

 

 

Phillipsburg wrestling team romps Clifton in 2014 NJSIAA Group 4 

semifinals 
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The Phillipsburg High School wrestling team advanced to the NJSIAA 

Group 4 final with a 46-15 victory over Clifton in the semifinals of the team 

championships at Pine Belt Arena in Toms River, N.J. 

The top-seeded Stateliners (17-0) will take on No. 2 seed Southern Regional, 

which defeated third-seeded Howell 34-24 in the other semifinal match. 

Match time is set for 3:30 p.m. 

Corey Zinsmeister (138) and Max Elling (160) scored falls, and Brandon 

Paetzell(106) won by technical fall for Phillipsburg.  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The numbers are starting to add up for 

Phillipsburg wrestler Max Elling 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on February 15, 2014 at 7:13 AM, updated February 17, 2014 at 11:03 AM 

 

 

View full sizeMax EllingExpress-Times Photo | JIM MIDDLEKAUFF  
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Dave Post is a numbers guy. The Phillipsburg High School wrestling coach 

owns degrees in biological statistics and computational biology from 

Cornell University. He also teaches Honors Algebra I and II at 

Phillipsburg. 

It turns out Max Elling is a numbers guy, too. That's how Post met his 

standout 152-pound wrestler. 

As an eighth grader, Elling was part of an accelerated math program for 

students who scored in the top 10-percent of their class. Post taught the 

course. 

Now a junior, Elling is putting up some pretty impressive numbers of his 

own. 

The formula is simple: just count by six. 

Elling has amassed a 26-4 record entering Friday's NJSIAA North 2 Group 

4 sectional final against Hunterdon Central. Nineteen of those wins are 

pins. 

"My midget coach, Bob Moyer, always talked about wrestling for the pin," 

said Elling, who still ranks in the top 10 percent of his class academically. 

"He ingrained that in us, and it stuck with me. I guess that's my thing 

now." 

As it turns out, Elling's "thing" is about to land him in the Stateliners' 

record books real soon. 

Phillipsburg's single-season record for pins is 25, shared by Dale Rissmiller 

(2000-01) and Zach Miers (1997-98).  Elling is on pace to reach that by the 

District 1 Tournament next weekend -- at Phillipsburg's Pit. 

Did Post know what he was getting when Elling walked into his classroom 

that first day? 

"I didn't know a whole lot about him as a wrestler when we first met," Post 

said. "We heard about this kid coming into the program that was pretty 
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tough, but Max didn't wrestle for our middle school team. He wrestled club 

and did open tournaments, so we didn't see a whole lot of him." 

It didn't take long for Elling to make an impression. 

Projected as the back-up 132-pounder his freshman season behind 

classmate Jimmy Schuitema, Elling dropped to 126 when that weight 

opened in early December. He won 25 matches with 12 pins that season. As 

a sophomore, Elling won 26 matches with 11 pins. 

Many of those pins have come courtesy of a devastating chin whip/hip toss 

combination that's become Elling's signature move. 

"Max is super dangerous, and we saw that right away," Post said. "He has 

a great feel for it (his chin whip). It's tough to come off the deck from that 

one when he hits it." 

This has been a breakout year of sorts for Elling, who has pinned 11 of his 

last 12 opponents. He also owns a major decision over Paulsboro's Tom 

Paulseon. 

He's used the chin whip to flatten High Point's Thomas Hooker in a 52-13 

Phillipsburg win and again when he baited Easton's Chad Abel with it in 

the Stateliners' 36-20 victory on Jan. 23. 

But make no mistake, Elling is not a one-trick pony. 

"Max has put so much time in in the offseason to develop his offense," Post 

said. "He's added a lot to his repertoire. It's hard for guys to know what's 

coming." 

"I don't really go looking for it," Elling said. "It's more like a muscle 

memory type of thing. I've been going to a lot more power halves and half 

(nelsons) and cradles. But I use it when it's there." 

No matter what Elling uses, his reaction is the same. Once the referee slaps 

the mat after one of his pins, Elling simply walks to the center circle, 

shakes hands and returns to Phillipsburg's bench. 
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"I've always been kind of a mellow person," Elling said. "I don't want to 

show anybody up. It's just my personality." 

"Even as freshmen," Post said, "he and Jimmy Schuitema and Stephen 

Friedman. Those three guys came in and had a lot of success. They all 

performed like veterans and showed a lot of poise. Like it was just another 

day of work." 

This was never more evident than two years ago in the NJSIAA Group 4 

title match against Brick Memorial in Toms River. 

Elling, then a freshman, played a huge role in Phillipsburg claiming its 

17th group championship, a 29-27 win over the Mustangs, by pinning 

Connor Maliff. 

Who could blame a 14-year old who just rose to the occasion in front of a 

packed house of screaming fans if he happened to let loose? 

Elling simply walked back to the center of the mat and had his hand raised 

in victory. 

"Max is a very quiet, very humble kid," Post said. "He doesn't search for the 

limelight. He just wants to work hard, put his time in and wrestle." 

Like he's been there before.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg wrestling team exorcising 

demons in blowout win over 

Hunterdon Central in sectional final 



Phillipsburg's Tylor 

Petchonka, top, controls Hunterdon Central's Hunter Orr during a 126-pound bout in the sectional final on Feb. 14, 2014, in 

Phillipsburg. 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

Print 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on February 14, 2014 at 10:15 PM, updated February 14, 2014 at 10:21 PM 

 

 

Max Elling admits he doesn't spend much time scouting his possible 

opponents. He knew all about Gary Dinmore though. 

Dinmore is Hunterdon Central Regional High School's two-time state 

runner-up, currently ranked No. 1 in The Express-Times region and No. 2 in 

the state at 152 by The Star-Ledger. 
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Elling apparently was not fazed a bit. 

The Phillipsburg junior 152 pounder defeated Dinmore 7-6 to lead P'burg 

to a dominant 55-9 victory over the Red Devils tonight in the NJSIAA North 

2 Group 4 finals at The Pit. 

"I don't like to read about the guys I'm going to wrestle or scout my 

opponents," Elling said. "I don't want it to get into my head. But you have 

to know who (Dinmore) is. I like going up against the best kids to see what 

I can do." 

The win was Phillipsburg's 33rd sectional championship in the 35 years of 

the tournament. 

The Stateliners (16-0) advance to the Group 4 semifinals on Sunday at Pine 

Belt Arena on the campus of Toms River North High School in pursuit of 

their 18th group state championship. There will be a live chat of 

Phillipsburg's semifinals matchup and finals contest if it advances on 

Sunday at lehighvalleylive.com.  

Phillipsburg won the Group 4 crown in 2012. 

The Red Devils beat P'burg 30-29 in last season's sectional title match at 

The Pit, snapping the 'Liners' string of 22-straight sectional finals victories 

dating to 1990, when Warren Hills knocked them off. 

"I took last year's loss personally," Phillipsburg coach Dave Post said. "It 

was only the second time in 34 years that we didn't win a section. And it 

hurt that it happened under my watch. I felt like I let a lot of people down." 

Elling (27-4), ranked No. 5 at 152 in The Express-Times region, wrestled a 

perfect match against Dinmore, getting a quick takedown to lead 2-1 after 

one period. 

Opting to start the second period underneath, Elling reversed Dinmore to 

extend his lead to 4-1. 
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"I knew I wanted to score and get a lead as quick as possible and put some 

pressure on him," Elling said. "I wanted to keep after him." 

Dinmore responded with his own reversal and the second period ended 5-3 

after a late Elling escape. But not until Dinmore needed injury time for an 

apparent arm injury. 

Elling allowed Dinmore an escape to start the third and the Central senior 

went ahead 6-5 with a nifty takedown off a scramble with 1:26 left in the 

bout. 

Elling escaped to tie it at 6 with 56 seconds left in the bout. 

After a restart, Dinmore took a second injury time. 

Elling was awarded choice and took bottom at the 56-second mark of the 

final period. He escaped to go ahead 7-6 with just over 30 seconds left. 

Dinmore had one last chance to go ahead, but Elling was able to counter a 

takedown attempt, holding on until referee Al Abdelaziz called a stalemate. 

"I actually was trying to press his hips to the mat and get another 

takedown," Elling said. "But after about five seconds I knew that wasn't 

happening and I just held on for the stalemate." 

"Max isn't afraid of anybody," Phillipsburg coach Dave Post said. "He 

wanted to wrestle (Dinmore) the first time we wrestled Central. he came 

out and went right after him. He wrestled a great match." 

Sophomore DJ Wissing and senior Tylor Petchonka got the 'Liners off to a 

flying start with back-to-back falls at 120 and 126, respectively. 

And when junior Stephen Friedman avoided bonus points at 132, losing a 5-

1 decision to Dylan Nace, you could almost predict the Red Devils' fate. 

Corey Zinsmeister won by major decision at 138 and Jimmy 

Schuitema (145), Elling (152) and Jake Kocsis (182) wrapped falls around 
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Broderick Bupivi's 7-2 decision over Joe Scerbo at 170 to make it 34-9 

Liners. 

Joe Maso sealed the win with a 5-1 decision at 195. 

That's when things got weird. 

Stateliner freshman Rob Melise was awarded a forfeit when Central sent 

Nick Suk out at 220. Suk apparently weighed in below the minimum weight 

allowed and was ineligible to wrestle at 220. 

Suk weighed in at 184.6 pounds, which turned out to be 1.4 pounds under 

the minimum allowance of 186 due to the two pounds granted for the snow 

days on Thursday and Friday. 

"The state gave an extra two pounds for snow days," Post said. "Their kid 

(Suk) was ineligible to wrestle." 

Freshman 285-pounder Drew Horun (19-7) brought the crowd to its feet 

again with a 3-1 overtime decision over Dan Hausman and Tyler Agans 

avenged an earlier loss to Peter Nace with an 8-4 decision at 113. 

Nace beat Agans 7-3 when P'burg defeated Central 41-18 in Flemington on 

Jan. 18. 

"We didn't want to harp on (last year's sectional loss) the whole season," 

Post said. "We brought it up two times - once before the regular season 

match and again tonight. We just told the guys to remember that feeling 

from last year. They did a great job focusing on the goal." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg wrestling team crushes 

Watchung Hills to advance to the 

NJSIAA North 2 Group 4 sectional  
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\ 

Garrett Wolfinger of Phillipsburg, top, wrestles David Mupo of Watchung Hills in the 145-pound weight class on Feb. 12, 2014, at 

Phillipsburg High School. Express-Times Photo | TIM WYNKOOP 

Tim Wynkoop 

Print 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 12, 2014 at 9:04 PM, updated February 13, 2014 at 9:57 PM 

 

 

Lightning struck early and it struck hard as the Phillipsburg High School 

wrestling team quickly dismantled Watchung Hills in a NJSIAA North 2 

Group 4 sectional semifinal tonight, 59-12. 

Phillipsburg collected eight pins and a technical fall in a match that lasted 

just an hour. The Stateliners will host Hunterdon Central, a 29-27 winner 
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over North Hunterdon, in the Pit for the sectional championship, scheduled 

for 7 p.m. Friday. 

Sophomore DJ Wissing stunned the Watchung Hills crowd with his school 

record-threatening fall of nine seconds at 120 pounds over Nick DiRosa to 

start the meet. Wissing's pin was just three seconds off of the school record 

of six seconds set by former three-time New Jersey state placewinner and 

current Centenary College head wrestling coach John Garriques in 1997. 

"He had no idea (about the record). I obviously know the history and I said 

to him 'you were so close to having the school record' and he didn't even 

know. He was just excited to be out there because it's been a while since 

these guys have been out on the mat scraping," said Stateliners' coach 

Dave Post. "But that sets a tone that these guys are going to come out and 

look for falls." 

Wissing's excitement fueled his feet-to-back head inside single leg 

takedown that put DiRosa on his back to give Phillipsburg an immediate 6-

0 lead. 

"When I got his leg and I pulled down his upper body I knew I was going to 

pin him," Wissing said. "Once I get somebody on their back I look for the 

fall right away. I wanted to go and be physical on my feet and just stay 

tough. I didn't want to give the kid any space to do anything." 

After Tylor Petchonka's 6-3 decision at 126, the Warriors answered with a 

fall and decision of their own to tie the score at 9-9. But that's where the 

'Liners went into high gear and recorded five straight pins and a technical 

fall by Joe Maso at 195 to take a commanding 44-9 lead. 

Jimmy Schuitema claimed the second fastest fall of the night when he 

pinned Lucas Ihringer in 26 seconds at 152. Schuitema's fall 

followed Garrett Wolfinger's 50 second pin at 145 that started the pin 

parade. 
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"I felt good going into my match tonight. I actually wanted to go out and 

beat the nine-second pin," Schuitema said. "That was definitely going to be 

a challenge but 26 seconds is still good." 

On any other night Schuitema's fall would have probably been the quickest 

but Wissing put that to bed right away. Knowing that getting a faster fall 

was going to take some serious urgency, Schuitema just made sure that he 

did his part. 

"Nothing really goes through my mind before a match. I take every match 

the same and just want to go out there and do my job," Schuitema said. 

Watchung Hills collected one more decision at 285 with a 12-5 win by 

Anthony Carbajal over freshman Robert Melise before Kyle 

Markus and Brandon Paetzell capped off the match with pins at 106 and 

113. Max Elling (160), Broderick Bupivi (170) andJake Kocsis (182) also 

aided in the victory with falls. 

"I think we are the most dominant team in the state right now," Wissing 

said. "There's maybe only a few other teams that can come close to us, but I 

think we can put every other team down." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg High School wrestling 

team dominates Warren Hills 
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Phillipsburg's Stephen Friedman about to pin Warren Hills' Carsen Johnson during a 132-pound bout on Feb. 4, 2014, at Phillipsburg 

High School. Express-Times Photo | TONY IANNITELLI 

Tony Iannitelli 

Print 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on February 04, 2014 at 9:30 PM, updated February 05, 2014 at 4:42 PM 

 

The Phillipsburg and Warren Hills Regional High School wrestling teams 

managed to squeeze their annual dual meet in between snow storms, so the 

unbeaten Stateliners brought an avalanche of their own. 

Phillipsburg raced to 30-point lead tonight and finished strong to post a 

dominating 65-9 Skyland Conference Raritan Division victory over the 

host Blue Streaks. 
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The Stateliners (13-0 overall, 4-0 division), ranked No. 3 in The Express-

Times region and in the state by the New Jersey Wrestling Writers 

Association, recorded nine falls to win its 28th straight match in the series. 

Phillipsburg leads the series 52-14 dating to 1948. 

"This is a motivated bunch," Phillipsburg head coach Dave Post said. "We 

reazlize this is a rivalry match and there's no room for a letdown. We 

wanted to stay aggressive and put points on the scoreboard." 

The match couldn't have started at a better spot for Phillipsburg. 

Junior Jim Schuitema began the Stateliners' onslaught with a first-period 

fall of Esco Blaylock at 152. 

Max Elling and Broderick Bupivi followed with falls at 160 and 170 pounds, 

respectively, and Joe Maso added a fall at 195 after Jake Kocsis defeated 

Steve Cleaver 6-1 at 182. 

The Blue Streaks (9-10, 1-4) didn't win a bout until Andrew Pacheco won by 

forfeit at 285. 

The Stateliners finished with a 25-3 takedown advantage and lost only one 

bout wrestled.  

Freshman Zach Nauta was the Blue Streaks' lone winner - besides Pacheco 

- defeating D.J. Wissing 10-6 at 120. 

Zach's brother, Max, wound up as the main event on the match's highlight 

reel. Unfortunately for him, it was Phillipsburg's highlight reel. 

Corey Zinsmeister avenged an earlier loss to Max Nauta by pinning him in 

1:06 at 138. Nauta had pinned Zinsmeister in the first period of the 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex Tournament semifinals in December. 

Zinsmeister wasn't about to let an opportunity for a rematch slip away. 

"Coach (Dave) Post was going to rest me, but as the match went on, I 

wanted to go out there," Zinsmeister said. "I knew I would regret it and 

lose a little confidence if I didn't take the opportunity. 
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"We wanted to rest Corey there," Post said. "We have a big stretch coming 

up and the score didn't really necessitate him coming out. But he wouldn't 

be denied. We left it up to him." 

Zinsmeister (18-5) got an immediate takedown and then put Nauta to his 

back with a headlock. 

Nauta (21-5) was able to work out of the headlock, but Zinsmeister 

transitioned to a half nelson and eventually a body press for the fall. 

"Before I went out, I was telling myself to know when to bale on certain 

situations and not get caught holding on," Zinsmeister said. "That's exactly 

what happened the last time. (Nauta) likes to scramble and he usually 

comes out on top." 

The Stateliners led 36-6 when Post sent sophomore Kyle Markus out at 106 

and opted to move standout Brandon Paetzell up to face Blue Streaks 

talented freshman Matt Valli at 113. 

Markus came through by pinning Ryan Mosher in 2:53 before Paetzell's 

methodical 20-5 technical fall victory over Valli. 

"We actually forget about it until two days ago," Post said. "We had 

wrestle-offs for this match, that got snowed out back in January. (Paetzell) 

came up to me the other day and asked if he was still going to get the 

chance to wrestle Valli." 

He would, but first it was Markus' turn to shine, building a 6-1 led on 

Mosher before flattening him in 2:53 to earn his first varsity win. 

"It was nice that (Markus) got to get his first win and it was important for 

Brandon to get a quality match," Post said. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Phillipsburg High School wrestling 

team defeats Paulsboro 

 

Phillipsburg's Max Elling, top, controls Paulsboro's Tom Paulsen during a 160-pound bout on Feb. 1, 2014, in Phillipsburg. 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on February 01, 2014 at 7:05 PM, updated February 01, 2014 at 7:08 PM 

Winning has become a habit for New Jersey's No. 7-ranked Phillipsburg 

High School wrestling team unless you're talking about the toss at the 

beginning of the match. 
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"We won our first four tosses and we have lost every one since," 

Phillipsburg's coach Dave Post said. "I was a Biometry and Statistic major 

(at Cornell University) and our (athletic director Tom Fisher) said the 

other day that we have to win one eventually. I told him that there's a 

difference between theoretical probability and experimental. In 

experimental you can lose 100 tosses in a row, it's not likely to happen." 

Though winning the toss would be nice, it hasn't affected the Stateliners 

one bit. 

"The toss sometimes can be a 10-point swing in a match but fortunately our 

guys don't get affected by it and are pretty unflappable," Post said. 

Today was no different for Post and the 'Liners on the way to a 38-21 

victory over ninth-ranked Paulsboro. The toss may not have gone in their 

favor, but the match certainly did. And they won the same way they 

always do -- powered by pins.  

Falls by Jake Kocsis (182), Joe Maso (195) and the final match-clinching 

fall by The Express-Times region's top-ranked 106-pound 

sophomore Brandon Paetzellpropelled the Stateliners to victory. 

"That's been the story of our season. We tell the kids that they have to 

wrestle selflessly," Post said. "Fortunately we have guys who are mat 

wrestlers who love rolling around and mixing it up and are looking for the 

fall the entire time. That's why we've been successful and why we'll 

continue to be successful." 

Kocsis was the first Stateliner to record a pin today. Shortly after the start, 

he had Tyler Adams on his back and got the fall in 32 seconds. The pin 

extended Phillipsburg's lead to 23-9. 

"I knew I had to change the momentum a little bit and pick it up," Kocsis 

said. "I was a little surprised that it happened so fast but that's what I 

wanted to do. I had that in my head when I went out there." 
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The momentum had already been swinging P'burg's way after back-to-

back major decisions by Max Elling and Broderick Bupivi at 160 and 170 

pounds. The fall just raised the bar a bit and Maso certainly didn't have a 

problem following suit with a fall over Josh Bailey in 1:19. 

"If somebody goes out there and pins the next guy wants to do it too. You 

just want to go out there and see if you can do it even faster," Kocsis said of 

his team's bonus-point urgency. 

Paetzell made sure that the Red Raiders' win streak stopped at two. He was 

putting on a takedown clinic that had Nick Duca on his heels. Going into 

the third period, Paetzell led 11-3 and that would change quickly once he 

was back in gear. He took Duca down again followed by turning him to 

record the fall in 5:23. 

"I always go out and try to wrestle at a high pace and that usually breaks 

guys," Paetzell said. "I knew if I kept a high pace that he was going to 

break. There was about a minute left and I knew I didn't have enough time 

to get the (technical fall) so once I got my last takedown I tried to ride him 

and go for my crab and eventually it opened up the fall." 

"As soon as heavyweight was done we knew that I just needed to win to 

clinch the match but coach still wanted me to go out and try to get bonus so 

that's what I did," Paetzell said. 

The teams split wins to end the match as Phillipsburg's student section, 

known as the "Bleacher Creatures," serenaded the Paulsboro bench to the 

chant of "start your charter." 

"We feed off of it (the student section)," Kocsis said. "When you first start 

wrestling in here, you get a little nervous but then after that you just start 

feeding off of it." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Phillipsburg High School wrestling 

team dominates Delaware Valley 

 

Phillipsburg's Tyler Petchonka, top, wrestles Delaware Valley's Ryan Erwin on Jan. 29, 2014, at 

 Phillipsburg High School. Express-Times Photo | TIM WYNKOOP 

Tim Wynkoop 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on January 29, 2014 at 9:51 PM, updated January 31, 2014 at 1:04 AM 

Phillipsburg High School's wrestlers don't get around fueled by oil, gas, 

electricity or batteries. 

The Stateliners travel on pin power. 

"We start with a pin and that gets everybody off with a good attitude and 

then they want to pin," senior 126-pounder Tylor Petchonka said. 
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Phillipsburg turned six pins, including three in the first four bouts and one 

by Petchonka, into an emphatic 52-12 Skyland Conference Raritan Division 

thumping of visiting Delaware Valley at a packed Pit tonight. 

The surging Stateliners, ranked No. 3 in The Express-Times region, 

improved to 10-0 on the season (4-0 conference) with a dominating 

triumph over the Terriers (15-4, 4-1), ranked No. 7 in The Express-Times 

region. Phillipsburg now leads the all-time series 32-6 over Del Val and has 

not lost to the Terriers since 2006, posting seven straight wins. 

The battle of the chanting student sections between these two old rivals 

was closer than the competition on the mat, though the Stateliners won 

that, too, on a night where they won pretty much everything. 

"Any school we wrestle becomes our rival," said senior 138-pounder Corey 

Zinsmeister, who started the match off with a 44-second fall over Del Val's 

Codey Leh on Senior Night in the Pit. "Pinning here and winning here with 

the crowd roaring, it's the best feeling in the world." 

It was close to the worst feeling for the Terriers, who were never in the 

match. 

"Phillipsburg is the best public school wrestling program in the state for a 

reason," Del Val coach Andy Fitz said. "They have a great program and are 

especially tough in their own gym. We didn't wrestle to our potential. We 

didn't come to wrestle." 

Phillipsburg did, with falls by Zinsmeister, junior Jim Schuitema at 145 

and junior Max Elling at 160 in three of the first four bouts for an 18-3 lead. 

Zinsmeister wanted to open strongly to forget a loss against West Morris 

Central the night before. 

"I had to keep my head in my wrestling, I do a lot better when I keep my 

head in the game," Zinsmeister said. "And coach (Dave Post) preaches to us 

to go for bonus points any chance we can." 
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Elling's pin of Terrier senior Nour Mays in 5:12 -- a brutal-looking fall with 

Mays' upper body being pile-driven into the mat -- proved the critical 

moment. Mays had taken Elling, ranked No. 5 by The Express-Times at 152, 

down first and the match was tied at 4 when Elling posted six. Had Mays 

won, Delaware Valley could have had some optimism, but Terrier 

shoulders were slumping after Elling's fall. 

"Momentum is so huge in wrestling," Fitz said. "They really started to get 

momentum when Mays was right there with Elling and then Elling pins; 

that's what he does, Elling's a pinner." 

After that, Phillipsburg got falls from senior Jake Kocsis (170), 

sophomoreBrandon Paetzell (106) and Petchonka to make sure the score 

properly reflected Phillipsburg's dominance. 

"It all came together for us tonight," Petchonka said. "We know states is 

coming up and we're looking forward to that. But we have to take it one 

match at a time. That's how you win." 

Fitz hopes his wrestlers learn that lesson quickly. 

"We may have had (county rival) North Hunterdon (Thursday) on our 

mind a little," Fitz said. "That's the beauty of high school sports, you follow 

the highest of the high with the lowest of the lows. Tomorrow's a new day 

and we'll see what we're made of." 

After tonight, we know what Phillipsburg wrestlers are made of -- pins and 

power. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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team to win over Howell 
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View full sizeBrandon PaetzellExpress-Times Photo | JIM MIDDLEKAUFF  

It stands to reason the Phillipsburg High School wrestling team was ripe 

for a flat performance, what with the Stateliners coming off Thursday's 

emotional win over archival Easton. 

Fortunately for P'burg, the Stateliners had the perfect remedy. 

Sophomore Brandon Paetzell kick-started Phillipsburg with a dominant 

performance at 106 pounds and paced the unbeaten 'Liners to a 

workmanlike 33-15 victory over Howell in an independent battle of state-

ranked New Jersey teams at The Pit in Phillipsburg. 

"My wife asked me last night 'What weight do you want to start at 

(Saturday)?" Phillipsburg coach Dave Post said. "And then we saw that. 

What are the odds? (Paetzell) is so relentless. He's said it a lot in the paper 

how he goes out to break an opponent's spirit. He's a nightmare to wrestle. 

That was a perfect spot for us to steer." 
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Paetzell dominated once-beaten Peter Dee 12-3 in a battle of state-ranked 

lightweights and Joe Maso clinched the match with a 5-1 decision over Kyle 

Cocozza at 220. 

"It nice to start the match off for a change instead of wrestling last or late 

in the match," said Paetzell, ranked No. 2 in the state by The Star-Ledger. 

"We knew Howell is a tough team with a lot of state quality kids. We just 

wanted to come out and wrestle our best. Our goal is to be (Group 4) 

champions." 

Phillipsburg, ranked No. 3 in The Express-Times region and in the New 

Jersey Wrestling Writers Association, improved to 8-0 while Shore 

Conference power Howell falls to 20-3. 

Paetzell scored two first-period takedowns -- one on a nifty ankle pick and 

the other on transitioning from a single- to a double-leg to take a 4-1 lead 

after one period. Dee, ranked No. 5 in N.J., had no answer for Paetzell, who 

added three more takedowns and a penalty point to get the bonus. 

Sophomore Tyler Agans certainly fed off Paetzell, following him with a big 

upset decision over Mikey Sisolak at 113. 

"It felt really good to get a big win for my confidence and for the team to 

show that I can win in big situations, Agans said. 

Agans surrendered the first two takedowns to Sisolak (18-5) but battled the 

Rebel junior to 6-5 after two periods. Agans (5-10) then reversed Sisloak 

with 27 seconds left in the third period and used a tough ride to earn the 

upset. 

The Stateliners opened up a 27-12 lead after Jake Kocsis' 9-0 major decision 

over Austin Silverstein at 182. Stephen Boncimino's 5-0 decision over Tim 

Hinkle at 195 made it 27-15. 

Enter Maso, who scored two takedowns -- his second coming with six 

seconds left in the bout -- to put the match out of reach. 
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"I felt like I left a lot of people down (against Easton)," Maso said. "I knew I 

had to come back and win tonight. It fells even better that the match was 

on the line. 

Maso (12-5) lost a tough 4-1 decision to Easton Mike Catalano in 

Thursday's 36-20 win over the Red Rovers. 

"Joe (Maso) was crushed the other night at Easton," Post said. "He 

sacrifices a lot for this program and it hurt him real bad to lose that match. 

But he showed a lot of character coming out tonight and beating a real 

quality kid." 

Freshman Drew Horun (12-6) put the perfect capper to an impressive 

three-day span for the 'Liners, defeating rebel senior Nate Litowsky at 285. 

Horun never stopped moving, pushing Litowsky for the full six minutes 

before securing the win with a takedown at the final buzzer for a 5-3 

victory. 

Junior 160-pounder Max Elling got the lone pin for P'burg, building a 9-2 

lead before flattening Nick Lurski in 3:12. 

"It's really important to get bonus points," said Elling, who leads the team 

in pins with 14. "We knew Howell matched up really well with us, so that 

fall was important. It took some of the pressure off the upper weights 

tonight." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Phillipsburg High School wrestlers 

never stop pushing and as a result 

never stop winning 
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Phillipsburg's Jim Schuitema, bottom, wrestles against Easton's Kyle Baker during a 145-pound bout on Jan. 23, 2014, at the Easton 

Area Middle School in Forks Township. Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD 
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By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on January 25, 2014 at 6:15 AM, updated January 26, 2014 at 11:30 PM 

Phillipsburg High School's wrestlers do a multitude of things well 

asEaston found out in Thursday night's 36-20 loss to their cross-river 

archrival, but looking back at the match, one element stands out from the 

Stateliners' satisfying triumph. 

They just keep coming forward. 

Phillipsburg just doesn't stop. They turn shots into takedowns, the slightest 

edge on top into back points, back points into falls. 
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Wrestlers such as senior Jake Kocsis and junior Max Elling work for pins 

as if that was the only acceptable outcome of their matches. Sophomore 

106-pounder Brandon Paetzell, who could tech fall almost anybody, said 

earlier this season he wasn't satisfied with techs and wanted more pins, 

such as the one he used to clinch Thursday night's win. 

There's a relentlessness to Phillipsburg's wrestling that is immensely 

appealing to fans and extremely wearying for opponents. 

But it's not just in dominating wins that the Stateliners keep charging 

hard. Even in matches when they're losing, they keep moving, battling, 

staying active, avoiding back points and falls, using their conditioning and 

mat sense to make the opposition spend blood, sweat and tears to post 

mere decisions. 

In seven dual meets this season the Stateliners have given up one fall. 

Easton, a team with an eye for pins itself and plenty of skilled athletes, did 

not record one pin on Thursday. 

Sometimes the Stateliners' never-stop attitude shows in unusual ways, and 

anybody seeking an explanation of why Phillipsburg puts out terrific 

wrestling teams year after year would learn a lot from a videotape of 

freshman Drew Horun's ultimate rideout win at 285 pounds on Thursday. 

Horun has made leaps and bounds of improvement since the season's start, 

and he's done so despite often being at a considerable physical 

disadvantage. Since the Stateliners don't have a true heavyweight, Horun, 

who weighs slightly more than 200 pounds, is light even for 220. He often 

moves up to 285 to boost the team in duals. 

On Thursday, giving up more than 80 pounds to Easton's Tom Austin, 

Horun found himself trailing 5-3 and underneath Austin late in the second 

period. And if there's one place a light 220-pounder wrestling a heavy 285-

pounder does not want to be, it's on the bottom. 

But Horun never stopped. He never let the physical disadvantage get in the 

way of his desire to win and boost the team. He escaped before the second 
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period ended for a huge point. He took down and escaped in the third 

period to force overtime. He escaped in the rideout. And in the ultimate 

tiebreaker -- where his aggression in earning a first-period takedown gave 

him the choice of picking his position -- he took down again and escaped, 

again, to win. 

"We could tell that Andrew wasn't going to be ridden," Phillipsburg coach 

Dave Post said. 

Remember Horun is a freshman wrestling on the biggest stage imaginable 

in the biggest dual meet of the season. One slip in those attempts to escape 

and he could have easily been flattened and pinned, a decision that would 

have revived Easton's chances of rallying for a win. A lot of teams would 

have taken a safe loss by decision there and moved on. 

Not Phillipsburg. Not Horun, whose preparation made him confident of 

success. 

"During practice we work on technique of getting off the bottom," Horun 

said. "I have to get my hips out from under him and let him slide off. All the 

success we have is from how hard we work in practice and how much the 

coaches stress things that we all have to get better at. They push us so 

hard, and the training makes us ready for when we wrestle really good 

teams." 

All that pushing means the Stateliners never stop. 

And they may never stop winning this season. Phillipsburg hasn't gone 

undefeated in more than 40 years, but this may be the season to do so. 

It's true the Stateliners have rugged dual meets left against elite teams 

such as Howell, Delaware Valley, Kittatinny, Paulsboro and South 

Plainfield and Brick Memorial would be no easy out in the state Group 4 

team duals, but a case could made for Phillipsburg being favored in all 

those matches. 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/school/frenchtown-delaware-valley-high-school/wrestling/


The Stateliners may not stop winning because they never stop wrestling -- 

whether on top, on bottom or on their feet. Phillipsburg keeps pushing and 

keeps coming and as a result keeps winning. 

And no win will be bigger than what the Stateliners did Thursday night, a 

result that will warm hearts and minds in Phillipsburg for many a cold 

winter to come. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Phillipsburg High School wrestling 

team tops Easton for first time in four  

 



Phillipsburg's Jim Schuitema, bottom, wrestles against Easton's Kyle Baker during a 145-pound bout on Jan. 23, 2014, at 

the Easton Area Middle School in Forks Township. Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on January 23, 2014 at 10:43 PM, updated January 24, 2014 at 12:11 AM 

0Phillipsburg High School exorcised a lot of wrestling demons. For just the 

15th time in the fiercely contested series with Easton, and the first time in 

four years, the Stateliners roared to victory over the Red Rovers, 36-20, in 

front of a loud but not quite full gym at Easton Area Middle School in Forks 

Township. 

"It makes me feel pretty happy to beat the guys after losing to them for 

three years," said Phillipsburg senior Jake Kocsis, whose pin at 182 pounds 

helped spark a Stateliners' surge after an early Easton run. "And it makes 

me feel especially happy doing it for (Coach Dave) Post." 

That's because Post, a 2003 Phillipsburg graduate, had never beaten the 

Rovers either as a wrestler or as a coach. 

"The kids accomplished something tonight I was never able to," said Post 

with real, deep emotion in his voice. 

Tonight marked Phillipsburg's first win in Easton's gym since 1989, and 

was clinched by sophomore Brandon Paetzell's pin of Hayden Keleher at 

106. 

"It's just an amazing feeling," said Paetzell, ranked No. 1 at 106 by The 

Express-Times. "I knew the match would be close, but I didn't think it 

would come down to me. But once I put in the half-nelson and felt the 

crowd cheering that fueled my strength, and I knew I had to pin for the 

team." 
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Pins proved decisive as Phillipsburg (7-0) posted four falls -- Kocsis, 

Paetzell, junior Max Elling (160) and sophomore D.J. Wissing (120) -- and 

the Red Rovers (9-4) none. 

"In any match, pins and bonus (points) are huge and they had all the falls," 

Easton coach Steve Powell said. "I see improvement; we've even improved 

since the Boyertown match (Saturday) but not enough." 

The match turned at 145 pounds (it started at 126), where Phillipsburg 

junior Jim Schuitema, ranked No. 3 by The Express-Times at 145, defeated 

No. 1-ranked Kyle Baker 10-7 in a wild affair packed with action on the mat 

and on their feet. 

Schuitema won the Brad Weaver Memorial Award, sponsored by The 

Express-Times, for his performance. 

"We wanted that matchup -- Jimmy against Baker," Post said. 

Phillipsburg got the matchups they wanted, mostly. But Easton won the 

coin flip and took the odd bouts, sending sophomore Evan Fidelibus, last 

year's Weaver Award winner, out first to open the match at 126 pounds, 

perhaps not the place the Stateliners wanted to start. 

P'burg senior Tylor Petchonka battled the Rover throughout and even 

reversed Fidelibus to pull within three points after the second period. But 

Fidelibus kept his focus in the third period and scored two back points at 

the very end for a 13-4 major decision. That was just the eighth bonus point 

win surrendered by the Stateliners in a dual meet this season. 

Points were a lot harder to come by at 132, where Easton sophomoreJacob 

Montes, ranked No. 5 in the Express-Times region, squeaked out a 3-2 

decision over junior Stephen Friedman largely on the strength of a third-

period switch-er-roo takedown. The Stateliner was in deep on a single-leg 

shot of his own, but Montes, who had almost been taken down to end the 

second period, effectively countered Friedman on the mat for the decisive 

score. 
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Easton made it three in a row at 138, where sophomore Jimmy Saylor, 

ranked No. 3 in the region, wrestled a careful and controlled bout, but 

perhaps less aggressively than the Rovers might have needed, to outlast 

junior Corey Zinsmeister, 6-3. 

After the 145 donnybrook, Easton desperately needed a big showing from 

senior Elijah Brown against senior Garrett Wolfinger. Brown, ranked No. 

3 in the region, dominated on his feet en route to a 16-6 major decision. 

Easton led 14-3 at that point, but at 160 Phillipsburg began to swing the 

score the other way. 

"We told the kids not to be worried because we had our hammers coming 

up," Post said. 

And Easton was the nails. 

It started with Stateliner junior Elling, ranked No. 5 at 152, as P'burg 

shifted its lineup upward, countering a good third-period shot by junior 

Chad Abel right to Abel's back for a fall in 4:50. Elling, a pure pinner of the 

old-fashioned kind, didn't miss once he had the slightest chance to post the 

six points. 

P'burg senior Broderick Bupivi got into a wild back-and-forth affair with 

sophomore Isaiah Walker at 170. Both wrestlers were on their backs for 

near-fall points in an electric second period. 

But Bupivi, ranked No. 3 at 160, took control eventually for a 13-7 triumph. 

Phillipsburg took a mild chance at 182 where, instead of sending out 

Kocsis, ranked No. 1 at 170, the Stateliners sent out junior Tim Hinkle to 

face sophomore Craig Stahlecker. 

But Hinkle rewarded Post's tactics with a 7-2 decision sparked by a five-

point second-period move that seemed awfully close to a pin for the 

Stateliner. 
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Hinkle's win erased Easton's lead, putting the visitors ahead 15-14, where 

they remained throughout despite some tense moments. 

Kocsis, who looks better and better every time he steps on the mat, decked 

sophomore Ronald Zimmerman in 1:52 with a blazingly tight cradle at 195 

for a 21-14 lead. 

At 220, Stateliner junior Joe Maso took on junior Mike Catalano in a battle 

of varsity football players. Maso was giving up 25 pounds and it may have 

been the difference when Catalano turned him in a rideout and walked 

away with a 4-1 win to cut the P'burg lead to 21-17. 

More weight differential came at 285 where Easton junior Tom Austin 

(283.7) took on freshman Drew Horun (201.9). The Stateliner scored the 

first takedown but Austin's size began to tell and he led in the second 

period 5-3. 

However, Horun absolutely refused to be ridden and posted four escapes -- 

the last in the ultimate tiebreaker -- for a 7-6 win that brought the partisan 

Phillipsburg crowd -- even though the match was at Easton, the 'Liners ran 

away with the fan battle -- to its feet. 

It stayed there as Paetzell clinched the first Stateliners win in Easton's gym 

since 1989 with a pin at 106 in 2:50. The Stateliners crowd roared in 

absolute delight out into a frosty night warmed by the thrill of victory over 

their archrival. 

"This is all due to the coaches, all the hard work they put in with us," 

Horun said. "It felt so good winning, in front of this big crowd, to do this 

well in this kind of great tradition." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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View full sizeThe Easton Area Middle School will host 

tonight's Phillipsburg-Easton wrestling showdown.Express-Times File Photo  

The payoff for all the endless hours of drilling, training, and 

conditioningEaston and Phillipsburgwrestlers go through comes down in 

no small part to tonight. 

That's when the two archrivals will meet in front of what is almost certain 

to be a packed house at Easton Area Middle School (7 p.m.). 

"That's what you work for," Easton sophomore 126-pounder Evan 

Fidelibus said. "That's the best part of it, getting to wrestling in front of all 

those people cheering. It's a great experience for everybody." 

 

Traditionally, it has been a greater experience for the Rovers and their 
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fans. Easton leads the all-time series 59-14 and has won three in a row over 

the Stateliners. 

But Phillipsburg enters the match with a 6-0 record and has been 

extremely impressive in January, dominating every dual it has wrestled 

with resounding wins over quality foes such as High Point, Hunterdon 

Central, Northampton and North Hunterdon. 

"Because of the level of competitive kid we have, no one wants to be the one 

who lets the team down," said Phillipsburg coach Dave Post, who is 0-for-3 

against Easton. "The way we're wrestling, no one expects to lose a match. 

Everyone expects to be in their matches." 

And they almost always are. In their six duals, the Stateliners have been 

pinned just once and surrendered a remarkably low total of seven bonus 

points. Meanwhile, on the season, 87 of P'burg's 165 wins have ended with 

the referee slapping the mat. 

"Our kids are pinners," Post said. "They are just looking for falls all the 

time. And if you start giving up pins to us, it's hard to stop it snowballing." 

That is precisely what Easton coach Steve Powell knows his team, which 

enters with a 9-3 mark, must avoid. 

"Pins are big," Powell said. "As they say, you can pin somebody you can't 

beat." 

Momentum and emotion play a large role in a match wrestled in such an 

environment, as was shown in The Pit last year when Easton's Michael 

Catalano pinned Tim Hinkle at 220 pounds early in the match to spark a 

Rover surge. 

Post said his team has done well at avoiding such incidents this season 

while making certain to exploit its own openings. 

"Even our kids who are struggling don't give up pins," he said. "Easton is 

such a bunch of solid wrestlers, and if they make a mistake, we have to 
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capitalize on it. Our kids have done a good job of putting themselves into 

position to win matches." 

Easton hasn't always done that so far this season, as the Rovers have been 

dominated by state powers Parkland and Boyertown and dropped a tight 

match to Liberty. 

"We're improved, I just don't know how much we are improved," Powell 

said. "Every time our kids have stepped on the mat they have gotten better 

and even when they lose, they have learned from it. Our conditioning is 

good, I'd say." 

Both coaches pointed to areas they have emphasized in practice of late. 

Powell pointed to match awareness. 

"We need skills to finish out matches in the last 10 seconds, to score on the 

line, to not give up points on the line, to get guys to move on the whistle," 

he said. 

For Post, it's been about attention to small but crucial aspects of 

competition. 

"We've been focusing on some minor details we need to clean up as a team, 

things like making sure we score when other guys take bad shots," he said. 

"We're making one day a teaching session during the week and focusing on 

one thing per week until we master it. We get benefits that are two-fold: 

they get more technique at hand and they get to practice defending against 

the technique." 

Looking at the lineups, Easton appears to have a very slight edge in the 

lighter weights overall but the Stateliners may well have the best wrestler 

in the gym in 106-pound sophomore Brandon Paetzell, 18-1 on the season 

and ranked No. 1 in the Express-Times region. 

"Paetzell's been really successful," Powell said. "We know we'd need a 

bomb to beat him but with (freshman) Hayden Keleher it is not 

impossible." 
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The middle weights probably represent Easton's biggest strength, with 

seniors Kyle Baker at 145 and Elijah Brown at 152 and sophomore Jimmy 

Saylor at 138, three formidable wrestlers who represent the Rovers' best 

chance for bonus points. 

Phillipsburg has impressive strength in the middle, too, with juniors Jim 

Schuitema at 145 and Max Elling at 152, a duo that rocked High Point on 

Saturday. 

"Jimmy gets that takedown to beat (state-ranked) John Gaccione and then 

Max throws the next kid on his back," Post said. 

Post may try to maximize that pair by bumping Schitema to 152 and 

moving his lineup up, a strategy he has used successfully in the Stateliners' 

quality wins to date. 

But from 160 on up - especially if they bump up - Phillipsburg would seem 

to have a significant edge behind seniors Broderick Bupivi at 160, No. 1-

ranked Jake Kocsis at 170 and rapidly-improving junior Joe Maso at 195. 

Powell hinted that perhaps Easton may have reinforcements up top, but 

even if so, the Rovers face a formidable task. 

But so do the Stateliners overall with their goals set so high. 

"We want to be the No. 1 team in New Jersey at the end of the season and to 

do that we know we have to win every match," Post said. "We've been close 

but all it takes is one letdown." 

And Post knows that letdown cannot be against the Rovers. 

"For our community and our students, the gold standard is how we 

compare against Easton," he said. 

Powell said the rivalry was so intense it's "not normal." 

"It's not normal for a high school match to get this kind of attention," he 

said. "It is a first-class wrestling event. This is special, so special, and I 

don't think people sometimes realize how special it is." 
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The wrestlers do. 

"We know they are talking about beating us," Fidelibus said. "We have to 

make sure we're all ready and we'll find Thursday night." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Phillipsburg High School wrestling 

team exacts some revenge with victory 

over Hunterdon Central 

 

Phillipsburg coach Dave Post, left, congratulates wrestler Brandon Paetzell, right, after his win in the 106-pound weight class match during 
the Bethlehem Holiday Wrestling Classic finals on Dec. 29, 2013, at Liberty High School. Post and Paetzell celebrated a win over Hunterdon 
Central tonight. (Express-Times File Photo | MATT SMITH) 



Print 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on January 16, 2014 at 9:37 PM, updated January 16, 2014 at 9:40 PM 

Dave Post doesn't usually resort to motivational tools or tricks to get his 

kids ready to wrestle. 

The Phillipsburg High School wrestling coach did, however, have one 

tucked away in his hip pocket coming into this season. 

Post pulled out the trump card tonight and the Stateliners responded 

with a convincing 41-18 win over host Hunterdon Central in a Skyland 

Conference cross-divisional rivalry match. 

"We didn't talk about it at all until tonight," Post said. "We mentioned it 

briefly at practice on Tuesday. All I said was, 'Just remember' and they 

knew what I meant." 

Central defeated the 'Liners twice last season. An unprecedented 

occurrence in the all-time series dominated by P'burg 35-7-1, dating to 

1962. 

"We talked about (last season) right before warm-ups," Post said. "We told 

them when you're in a tough spot in the match and you're starting to hurt a 

little bit and your body is starting to fight you. Just remember back 11 

months. Remember that feeling -- it can't be any worse than that. And our 

kids believed in it." 

The Red Devils' second win over P'burg last season, 30-29 in the North 2, 

Group 4 final, denied the 'Liners a sectional championship for just the 

second time in the 34-year history of the tournament. 

The Stateliners, ranked No. 4 in the state by the New Jersey Wrestling 

Writers Association as well as in The Express-Times region, won nine bouts 

to improve to 5-0 on the season. 
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Jake Kocsis (182), Tylor Petchonka (126) and Max Elling (160) collected 

falls, Brandon Paetzell (106) won by forfeit and Corey Zinsmeister (138) 

won a technical fall. 

Hunterdon Central (5-2) managed just four decisions, while two-time state 

runner-up Gary Dinmore (152) won by forfeit. 

"We stress to these guys that we'll win a lot of matches if we score lots of 

bonus points and we don't give up bonus points," Post said. "We've done 

that this year. If we continue to do that, we'll be tough to beat." 

Besides forfeits, P'burg has given up just six bonus points through five dual 

meets. 

The Stateliners also got victories from Joe Maso at 220, D.J. Wissing (120) 

and Broderick Bupivi at 170. 

"Last year we were kind of down on ourselves the way the season ended 

and for losing to (Hunterdon Central)," said Wissing, who defeated Kyle 

Rodriguez 6-4 at 120. "We had a year to recover, but we weren't going to 

get over it until we beat them." 

Wissing (12-7) built a 5-0 lead after two periods and held on for the win, 

despite surrendering a pair of third-period takedowns to Rodriguez. 

"I didn't want to do anything to lose," Wissing said. "I didn't want to get 

caught in any dumps or anything. I just tried to wrestle tough and get the 

win." 

Zinsmeister (12-3) dominated Nick Taylor 17-2 with a barrage of offense on 

his feet, closing out the tech fall with three back points at the 4:33 mark of 

the bout. 

Kocsis put P'burg ahead 6-0, pinning freshman Mike Iodice in 27 seconds 

at 182 to start the match. 
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After the teams traded decisions at 195 and 220, respectively, P'burg 

freshman Drew Horun turned a four-point move midway through the 

second period into a 4-2 decision to extend the 'Liners lead to 12-3. 

Central senior Collin Boylan avenged his only loss of the season, nipping 

'Liners junior Jim Schuitema 2-1 at 145 in a battle of the two of the top 145-

pounders in The Express-Times region. 

Schuitema, ranked No. 3, defeated the fourth-ranked Boylan 1-0 in the 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex Tournament finals last weekend. 

Boylan scored a first-period takedown, rode out Schuitema the second 

period and wrestled solid defense the final two minutes as Schuitema could 

muster no offense on his feet. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Phillipsburg High School's Brandon 

Paetzell is The Express-Times Wrestler 

of the Week 

Phillipsburg High School's Brandon Paetzell is The Express-Times Wrestler of the Week on Jan. 15, 

2014Phillipsburg High School's Brandon Paetzell is The Express-Times Wrestler of the Week on Jan. 15, 2014. 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on January 15, 2014 at 5:42 AM, updated January 16, 2014 at 6:52 PM 

 

Brandon Paetzell 
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Express-Times Photo | JIM MIDDLEKAUFF  

WRESTLER OF THE WEEK 

Wrestler: Brandon Paetzell 

School: Phillipsburg High School 

Class: Sophomore 

Weight: 106 pounds 

Accomplishment: Paetzell won the 106-pound weight class at the 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex Tournament with two pins and a technical 

fall to help the Stateliners win the team title. He was named the 

tournament's Outstanding Wrestler. 

Honorable mention: So. Kyle DiNapoli, 113, Voorhees; Jr. Andrew Dunn, 

220, Bethlehem Catholic; So. Joey Gould, 120, Bethlehem Catholic; 

Sr.Tyrone Klump, 126, Nazareth; Sr. Jake Kocsis, 170, Phillipsburg; 

Jr. Max Nauta, 138, Warren Hills; Jr. John Ritter, 126, Liberty. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

North Hunterdon wrestling team earns 

spot in the state rankings; P'burg and 

Del Val also ranked 



 

The Del Val bench erupts after Del Val's Codey Leh pins Voorhees' Michael Fernandes during a 145-pound bout on Jan. 10, 2014, in 

Alexandria Township. Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on January 14, 2014 at 11:00 AM, updated January 14, 2014 at 11:11 AM 

 

North Hunterdon High School enters the New Jersey Wrestling Writers 

Association Top 20 this week thanks to its 28-27 win over Hunterdon 

Central last Tuesday followed by a solid fourth-place finish at Saturday's 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex Tournament. 

The Lions did drop a 42-13 decision to Phillipsburg on Thursday in a 

matchup nightmare at The Pit, but they enter the Top 20 at No. 20. 

The Stateliners had another fine week, claiming their fourth straight 

H/W/S title and retaining their No. 4 ranking. 
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Delaware Valley followed an impressive showing on Friday, when 

itdominated Voorhees 43-12, by placing third at H/W/S. The Vikings move 

up two spots to No. 17. 

Hunterdon Central dropped from the Top 20. 

Here's are the full rankings: 

Rank School Record Votes Previous 

1 Bergen Catholic (10-2) 340 1 

2 St. Peter's Prep (8-4) 318 2 

3 Don Bosco Pep (4-0) 307 3 

4 Phillipsburg (3-0) 287 4 

5 Bound Brook (4-4) 278 5 

6 Delbarton (4-1) 249 6 

7 High Point (2-0) 233 7 

8 Hanover Park (6-0) 220 8 

9 Brick Memorial (7-0) 204 9 

10 Kittatinny (4-0) 180 10 

11 Southern (5-0) 165 13 

12 Paulsboro (7-0) 161 12 

13 Howell (12-2) 145 11 

14 St. Joseph-Montvale (2-1) 122 14 

15 Raritan (16-2) 99 15 

16 South Plainfield (11-4) 79 16 

17 Delaware Valley (6-2) 42 19 

18 Clearview (9-0) 31 18 

19 DePaul (4-2) 28       NR 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/school/frenchtown-delaware-valley-high-school/wrestling/
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20 North Hunterdon (4-2) 23       NR 

 

Others receiving votes: Hunterdon Central 16; Roselle Park 16; St. 

Augustine Prep 8; Monroe Township 1; Voorhees 1. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Phillipsburg High School senior 

Broderick Bupivi credits work in 

wrestling room for county title 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on January 13, 2014 at 6:00 AM, updated January 13, 2014 at 6:22 AM 

 

Broderick Bupivi 

Express-Times File Photo  

Phillipsburg High School senior Broderick Bupivi, the 160-pound 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex champion, said the competition he gets in the 

Stateliner wrestling room has helped him become a champion. 

And not just from his fellow wrestlers, either. 

"I go with the coaches like Scott Silvis and (head coach) Dave Post a lot and 

that has really helped me," Bupivi said. "Let's just say they don't like to 

lose." 
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That sharpened edge has allowed Bupivi to do things like prevail in a tight 

match such as his final against Del Val's Luke Zehnbauer with a third-

period leg scissors pin. 

"Guys I work out with like (P'burg juniors) Jim Schuitema and Max Elling 

do a lot with legs, so I have been doing a lot of the same things they do," he 

said. 

Bupivi credited some of his improvement from taking off from football to 

concentrate on the mats. 

"That's really paid off," he said. 

But he said he needs more improvement ahead. 

"I need to get working on my shots and getting better setups and moving at 

a faster pace," Bupivi said. "I want to be more fluid in my offense." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Phillipsburg wrestlers pile up the 

hardware en route to 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex 

championship 
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Phillipsburg's Jim Schuitema, right, wrestles against Hunterdon Central's Collin Boylan on Jan. 11, 2014, during a 145-pound bout in 

the finals of the Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex tournament in Raritan Township. Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on January 11, 2014 at 10:22 PM, updated January 11, 2014 at 10:31 PM 

0Phillipsburg High School made it a four-peat of 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex wrestling tournament championships today in 

impressive fashion, going 4-for-4 in the finals, claiming the Outstanding 

Wrestler award via sophomore 106-pounder Brandon Paetzell and 

outdistancing runner-up Kittatinny by almost 30 points in the day-long 

event at Hunterdon Central Regional High School. 

Sounds pretty awesome, right? 

Not quite awesome enough for the Stateliners. 
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"We have high goals," said Paetzell, who blasted through the field with two 

pins and a technical fall of North Hunterdon junior Paul Robinson in the 

final."We wanted to blow up this tournament, win it by 100 points. But we 

did enough to clinch it." 

 

More than enough. In addition to Paetzell, three Stateliners -- junior Jim 

Schuitema (145) and seniors Broderick Bupivi (160) and Jake Kocsis (170) -

- took home first-place medals. 

Locals joining the P'burg foursome as champions 

were Voorheessophomore Kyle DiNapoli (113), North 

Hunterdon junior Ryan Pomrinca(126), Warren Hills junior Max 

Nauta (138) and Delaware Valley seniorKody Eichlin (182). Add in two 

titles for Hunterdon Central (seniors Dylan Nace, who had won his 100th 

career match earlier in the day, at 132 andGary Dinmore at 152) and 

Hunterdon/Warren wrestlers claimed 10 of 14 championships. 

The team championship trophy seems to have taken up permanent 

residence in the Garnet and Gray trophy case. 

"We didn't want to be the ones to let the streak end," said Bupivi, who 

ended a highly entertaining back-and-forth finals donnybrook with Del Val 

senior Luke Zehnbauer with a leg-scissors pin in 5:39. "Watching Brandon 

and Jimmy win, there's all this energy flowing through us, everything we 

do as a team, all focused on taking the title, every match, everything we 

do." 

That energy shone throughout Kocsis' hard-fought, physical and intense 5-

3 decision over top-seeded Kittatinny senior Kieran Gerrity, ranked in the 

top 5 in the state by some services, in the final. 

The lanky Gerrity posed a challenge for Kocsis but the Stateliner senior 

scored the match's only two takedowns. 
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"I just went out and wrestled the way I way I usually do; I knew he'd have 

some crazy super ducks coming,' Kocsis said. "I was excited out there; (the 

three Stateliners) winning before me made me push extra hard." 

Schuitema pushed hard enough for a 1-0 win over Hunterdon Central's 

Collin Boylan in the final. The Stateliner made a second-period escape hold 

up with a punishing third-period ride. 

"I wanted to turn him but if I had to win by riding that was fine with me," 

Schuitema said. "I didn't think I was ever in danger in the third period." 

Speaking of danger, there's no place wrestlers are in more danger than on 

the mat against the Blue Streaks' Nauta. He pulled a brilliant reversal and 

pin to deck P'burg's Corey Zinsmeister (who was leading 6-3) in 1:57 in his 

semifinal and then wrapped up Sparta's Ian Burke in a painful-to-watch 

spladle for a fall in 5:22 in the final. 

"It was extra special to pin a Phillipsburg kid," said Nauta, who may well 

have a Most Entertaining wrestler award had there been one. "I knew if he 

wrapped up a cradle, I was going to try and sit out and attempt to pin him. 

In the final, the spladle just kind of came up. Ian works out at the same 

wrestling club and we pretty know what each other is going to do." 

That was also true of DiNapoli, who avenged an 11-10 Friday-night dual-

meet loss to Del Val freshman Matt Kolonia with a 6-3 win the the semi 

Saturday before he beat Pope John's Austin Sisco 9-4 in the final. 

"I was more focused today and I couldn't let Friday night bother me; I 

needed to forget about it," DiNapoli said. "Against Kolonia, I knew had to 

wrestle more style, be a little more cautious, not to let it be such a high-

scoring match." 

Eichlin's final was quite low-scoring as he scored a takedown in the final 

seconds of the third period to edge Kittatinny's Dylan Wunder 3-1. A 

takedown that took a bit longer to come than he thought. 



"I had secured both ankles and when I do that, I usually get (a takedown)," 

Eichlin said. "But I guess I just had the ankles for a split second. I thought I 

heard the referee say I had it but then I heard everybody screaming and I 

realized I didn't have a takedown. Once I realized I was able to get on his 

hip and get the takedown. I didn't plan it that way." 

North Hunterdon's Pomrinca remained unbeaten on the season with a 

scrappy, physical 7-2 decision over North Warren senior Matty Ritchie in 

the 126 final. Ritchie was strong and active but Pomrinca had answers for 

everything and wore down the Patriot for three takedowns in the second 

half of the match after an even first period. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Garrett Wolfinger makes most of 

opportunity; paces Phillipsburg 

wrestling to victory over North 

Hunterdon 



 

Phillipsburg's Garrett Wolfinger wrestles against North Hunterdon's Brian Smolinsky during a 145-pound bout on Jan. 9, 2014, in 

Phillipsburg. Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on January 09, 2014 at 10:09 PM, updated January 09, 2014 at 10:12 PM 

Garrett Wolfinger sits in a tough spot on the Phillipsburg High School 

wrestling roster. 

The Stateliners senior is often the odd man out, wrestling behind the 

talented middleweight core of the Phillipsburg lineup. 

Wolfinger shined in his time in the spotlight tonight with a key decision to 

pace Phillipsburg to a 42-13 Skyland Conference Raritan Division 

victoryover North Hunterdon at The Pit. 
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Wolfinger (4-2), who could be a starter on many teams, scored three 

takedowns -- the last with 38 seconds left in the match -- to upset talented 

sophomore Brian Smolinsky 7-4 at 145 pounds. 

"It was big for me to go out there and show that I could wrestle and win in 

big matches," Wolfinger said. "I get myself ready every day for when I do 

get a chance." 

Phillipsburg (3-0 overall, 2-0 division), ranked No. 4 in The Express-Times 

region and in the state by the New Jersey Wrestling Writers Association, 

improved to 48-8-1 in the series with the Lions dating to 1961. The 

Stateliners have won 11 in a row and 24 of the last 25 meetings. 

The Stateliners won eight of the last 10 bouts to pull away from North 

Hunterdon, which was coming off a big 28-27 victory over Hunterdon 

Central on Tuesday. 

North Hunterdon (4-2, 1-1), however, was clearly overmatched by 

Phillipsburg's balanced lineup. 

"We didn't really know what was going to happen," Phillipsburg coach 

Dave Post said. "They made some really good moves against (Hunterdon) 

Central the other night, and we thought they'd try to run those up in the 

middle like they did then. But when they sent Smolinsky out at 145, we 

knew we felt we were still OK." 

Wolfinger trailed 3-2 after the first period but tied the match with an 

escape and late second-period takedown by countering an ankle pick by 

Smolinsky to lead 5-3. Smolinsky escaped early in the third period, but 

Wolfinger converted another takedown in the final minute to earn the win. 

"Hats off to Garrett Wolfinger," Post said. "Here's a kid that could start for 

90 percent of the teams out there. He's a kid that puts his heart and soul 

into our program, and it's great to see him get a win like this. He's a huge 

part of our lineup." 
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Junior Jim Schuitema followed Wolfinger with a 2-1 overtime decision over 

Mike Ciavarro at 152 in the featured bout of the night. 

The standouts traded escapes in regulation and neither could get a 

takedown in sudden victory. Ciavarro deferred in the first 30-second ride 

out and opted to cut Schuitema loose. Ciavarro took down to start the third 

overtime and appeared to have the match-tying escape 12 seconds in, but 

referee Joe Benvenuto signaled them out of bounds. 

Schuitema (7-2) rode out Ciavarro the rest of the way for the 2-1 decision. 

"Schuitema's best position is the mat and we know that and (Ciavarro) is 

good on his feet," North Hunterdon coach Tim Flynn said. "We try to put 

our kids in the best spots to be successful and our kids trust us. Some 

people think we're crazy, but we did have a plan." 

Sophomore D.J. Wissing put the Stateliners up 6-0 in a hurry, barrel-

rolling Michael Bednar to his back for a 38-second pin at 120. 

At 126, Lions standout Ryan Pomrinca was unable to turn Tylor Petchonka 

for back points but converted five takedowns, a reversal and a stalling 

point into a 13-5 major decision to cut the Phillipsburg lead to 6-4. 

Eric Martin gave the Lions a 7-6 lead with a 10-4 decision over Stephen 

Friedman at 138. Martin broke a 3-3 tie by dumping Friedman to his back 

for a five-point move to go up 8-3 with 40 seconds left. He added a late 

takedown to seal the decision. 

Phillipsburg also received falls from Jake Kocsis (182), Tim Hinkle (195) 

and Brandon Paetzell (106). 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Phillipsburg High School wrestlers up 

a spot in state rankings to No. 4 
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Dave Post's Phillipsburg High School wrestling team is high in the statewide rankings. (Express-Times File Photo) 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on January 07, 2014 at 11:45 AM 

The Phillipsburg High School wrestling team rode back-to-back solid 

tournament performances as well as a dominant start its dual-meet season 

(beating Northampton 51-17) to move up one spot from No. 5 to No. 4 in the 

first in-season installment of the New Jersey Wrestling Writers Association 

Top 20 poll. 

The Stateliners placed ninth at in the Reno Tournament of Champions 

despite competing without four starters in the lineup and followed that up 

by placing third at the Bethlehem Holiday Wrestling Classic at Liberty 

High School a week later. 
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Bergen Catholic, which placed third at The Clash national duals 

tournament in Minnesota over the weekend, retained its No. 1 ranking in 

the poll. 

Injury-riddled Bound Brook, which competed in the same tournament 

without four starters, dropped to No. 5 in the rankings and lost its No. 2 

spot to St. Peter's Prep, which defeated the Crusaders at The Clash. 

No. 3 Don Bosco Prep moved up a spot, while Hanover Park, with an 

impressive showing at the Henry Boresch Duals over the weekend, made 

the biggest jump in the rankings, moving from No. 12 to No. 8 following 

victories over No. 11 Howell and No. 15 Raritan. 

Roselle Park, which won its own holiday tournament, finishing ahead of 

Hanover Park, debuts in the Top 20 in the final spot this week, taking the 

place of Warren Hills, the lone team to drop out of the rankings after 

opening the year at No. 15. 

NJWWA Top 20 for Jan. 6 

1. Bergen Catholic, (17) 340 

2. St. Peter's Prep, 313 

3. Don Bosco Prep, 308 

4. Phillipsburg, 287 

5. Bound Brook, 284 

6. Delbarton, 252 

7. High Point, 236 

8. Hanover Park, 215 

9. Brick Memorial, 200 

10. Kittatinny, 184 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/school/washington-warren-hills-high-school/wrestling/


11. Howell, 179 

12. Paulsboro, 157 

13. Southern Regional, 145 

14. St. Joseph (Montvale), 121 

15. Raritan, 104 

16. South Plainfield, 76 

17. Hunterdon Central, 54 

18. Clearview, 46 

19. Delaware Valley, 37 

20. Roselle Park, 25 

Others receiving votes: 

North Hunterdon, 7 

St. Augustine Prep, 4 

Warren Hills, 2 

DePaul, 2 

Roxbury, 1 

Monroe Township, 1 

Voorhees, 1 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 



Phillipsburg High School freshman Drew 

Horun makes quick exit in successful 

varsity debut at The Pit 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on January 04, 2014 at 11:17 PM, updated January 04, 2014 at 11:25 PM 

Drew Horun waited a long time to wrestle his first match in The Pit. 

The Phillipsburg High School freshman didn't spend much time on the mat to savor 

the moment. 

Horun was one of seven Stateliners to score falls tonight as Phillipsburg rolled to an 

impressive 51-17 independent dual meet victory overNorthampton. 

Horun needed just 1:05 to headlock and pin Konkrete Kids' Alex Darabaris at 285 

pounds. 

"I've been wrestling since I was in kindergarten and as I got older one of the goals 

was to wrestle in The Pit," said Horun, whose pin iced the win for the hosts. "I 

always thought I could make it here. It was a great feeling." 

Phillipsburg (1-0), ranked No. 4 in The Express-Times region and fifth in New Jersey 

according to the New Jersey Wrestling Writers Association, looked sharp in its first 

dual-meet action of the season. 

"You always worry about the first match," said coach Dave Post whose team cut its 

teeth by putting up consecutive solid showings in the Reno Tournament of 

Champions and the Bethlehem Holiday Classic. "Not that our kids wouldn't be 

ready, but wrestling in (The Pit) is different than wrestling in a tournament." 

Phillipsburg has won four of the last five meetings with the Northampton since the 

series resumed in 2010. 
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The K-Kids had won five in a row when the series was suspended after the 2004 

season. 

Jim Schuitema (152), Max Elling (160), Jake Kocsis (182), Tim Hinkle(195), Joe 

Maso (220) and D.J. Wissing (120) also recorded falls for P'burg. 

Hinkle, giving up 21 pounds, broke a 1-1 tie late in the third period by powering 

Jason Kocher to his back for the fall in 5:39. 

"I'm used to giving up weight," said Hinkle, who lost to Kocher 6-3 last season. "I 

just wanted to wrestle smart and wait for him to get tired." 

P'burg stormed out to an 18-0 lead, winning the first four bouts before Northampton 

got on the scoreboard. 

Donald Agans put the 'Liners up 3-0 with a 7-1 decision over Mark Schuon at 138 

pounds. Agans controlled the match but was denied the major decision when he 

couldn't take down Shuon in the final 51 seconds. 

Corey Zinsmeister followed suit with a close 2-1 win over Cade Moisey at 145 to make 

it 6-0 P'burg. 

Schuitema (5-2) and Elling (10-3), both juniors, made up for the lack of early bonus 

points with back-to-back falls at 152 and 160, respectively. 

Sophomore Brandon Paetzell won a close 3-2 decision over Dan Moran at 106 in a 

rematch of the Bethlehem Holiday Tournament semifinals, won by Paetzell 16-3. 

Paetzell (10-1) controlled the match, but had to settle for the regular decision over 

the defensive Moran. 

Bobby Fehr broke the ice with a 13-4 major decision over Broderick Bupivi at 170 to 

make it 18-4 P'burg. 

Much of the near-capacity crowd was anticipating a Fehr-Kocsis match-up, but Post 

bumped much of the middle of his lineup up. 
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Kocsis finished third at the Bethlehem tournament, while Fehr made it to the finals, 

but lost to Central Dauphin's Garrett Peppleman -- the fifth-ranked 170-pounder in 

the country according to Amateur Wrestling News. 

Kocsis lost to Peppleman 13-5 in the semifinals. 

Fehr pinned Kocsis last season in P'burg's 45-20 win over the K-Kids. 

"We challenged our guys to not only come out and wrestle hard, but we asked a lot 

of them to wrestle up a weight against a tough Northampton team," Post said. "But 

they trust us to put them in position to win and they passed the test." 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

  



 

Phillipsburg High School wrestler Brandon Paetzell 

admits facing friends isn't easy 

 

Phillipsburg wrestler Brandon Paetzell, top, controls Freedom wrestler Dylan Brown, bottom, in the 106-pound weight 

class match during the Bethlehem Holiday Wrestling Classic finals on Sunday at Liberty High School. Paetzell went on 

to win the match by a technical fall in 5:58. (Express-Times Photo | MATT SMITH) 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on December 31, 2013 at 5:40 PM, updated December 31, 2013 at 5:50 PM 

Phillipsburg sophomore 106-pounder Brandon Paetzell would rather wrestle foes, not friends. 

Unfortunately, it's often both at the same time. 

"I know a lot of these guys," said Paetzell after winning the The Bethlehem Holiday Wrestling Classic in 

absolutely smashing style. "(Quakertown's) Collyn Dorney, (Northampton's) Dan Moran. It's tough to wrestle 

your friends; you have to put being friends aside but that is hard to do." 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg wrestlers take major step 

forward with superb day at Bethlehem 

Holiday Wrestling Classic 

 

Phillipsburg's Max Elling, right, reacts after a first-round win over Pen Argyl's Jeffrey Rufe at 152 pounds on Dec. 28, 2013, during the 

2013 Bethlehem Holiday Classic at Liberty High School. Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD 

Stephen Flood | The Express-Times 

By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on December 29, 2013 at 8:54 AM, updated December 29, 2013 at 8:56 AM 

Phillipsburg High School took a big step forward as a wrestling team Saturday 

night at the quarterfinal round of the Bethlehem Holiday Wrestling Classic 

at Liberty High School. 
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Last year, the Stateliners went into the BHWC quarterfinal round with high hopes 

and saw them largely dashed. This year, in what was arguably a deeper 

tournament, P'burg advanced five of its seven quarterfinalists to the semis and 

almost had a sixth when 160-pounderBroderick Bupivi almost had a takedown at the 

buzzer in a 1-0 loss. 

"This was a great round for us," said Stateliner coach Dave Post, who sawBrandon 

Paetzell (106), Corey Zinsmeister (138), Jim Schuitema (145),Max Elling (152), 

and Jake Kocsis (170) reach this morning's semifinals (10:30 a.m.). "We've placed a 

large number of kids in tournaments like this but we don't usually have a lot in the 

semifinals and finals. But in this tournament we're showing we can compete at the 

top." 

The BHWC is considered one of the nation's toughest tournaments and Phillipsburg 

is on track for a top-three finish. Going into today, the Stateliners, with 118 team 

points, trail only Nazareth (135.5) and Wyoming Seminary (125), both of whom have 

seven semifinalists, and they lead fourth-place Bound Brook by 19 points. 

Zinsmeister's performance typified the strong day. The Stateliner junior posted a 

pin, a technical fall and then a dominant 6-0 defeat of top-seeded Will Verallis of 

Wyoming Seminary in a quarterfinal. 

"We always knew Corey had performance like that in him," Post said. "He had 

shoulder issues last year and he's finally healthy. We were champing at the bit to get 

him out on the mat. He just handles people and this win can carry him a long way." 

Post also noted with pleasure two tough one-point decisions against quality foes 

from the rugged Kocsis (3-2 over Tatamy resident Ryan McMullan of Wyoming 

Seminary and 2-1 over the lanky, almost spidery Cody Seibert of Big Spring) and 

even saw bright spots in a performance of a wrestler who will not medal. 

"Drew Horun (220) may shock some people," said Post of his freshman. "It's no 

secret we struggle at 220 and (285) but Drew had some really nice wins today (he 

went 3-2 in a tough weight class for a ninth grader) and was really aggressive on 

offense." 
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Post saw the seeds of such a performance planted in his team's effort at the Reno 

Tournament of Champions, where hardware may have been in short supply, but 

valuable experience was not. 

"We struggled with the elevation (Reno is 4,505 feet above sea level), which I didn't 

even think about beforehand, and the fact that it was our first outing of the season, 

but the kids did a lot of good things and I was proud of the way they wrestled." 

As Post and P'burg fans undoubtedly were even more so Saturday night. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Six local wrestlers make the podium at 

the Reno Tournament of Champions 

 



Jake Kocsis of Phillipsburg, top, earned a second-place finish at the Reno Tournament of Champions. (Express-Times File Photo | MATT 
SMITH) 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on December 21, 2013 at 11:56 PM, updated December 26, 2013 at 6:31 PM 

The Phillipsburg High School wrestling team came in ninth place with 124.5 team 

points and Easton Area High School was not far behind in 12th with 120.5 at the 

Reno Tournament of Champions. 

Emmaus finished in 48th place with 45 points. 

Stateliners' Jake Kocsis had maintained his perfect showing in Reno to advance to 

the 170-pound finals against Kimball Bastian of Maple Mountain (Utah). However, 

Kocsis suffered his first loss in a 7-2 decision in the final leaving him with second 

place. En route to his finals appearance, he defeated TJ Wind, of Pleasant Grove 

(Utah), 9-3 in the quarterfinals and Kieffer Taylor, of Mountain View (Ariz.), 6-3 in 

the semifinals. 

Phillipsburg's Brandon Paetzell (106) didn't let his close 3-2 semifinals loss to Tomas 

Gutierrez, of Pomona (Colo.), stop his stride. After recording a pin in the consolation 

semifinals over Trent Johnson, of Centennial (Idaho), in 2:43, he followed with an 11-

5 decision over Nelson Jones, of Pleasant Grove (Utah), to claim third place. 

After a few losses, the Stateliners' Broderick Bupivi found himself in the seventh-

place match. Bupivi lost by a 12-4 major decision to Donovan Peek, of Green Valley 

(Nev.), to leave him with an eighth-place finish.  

Easton's 138-pound wrestler Jimmy Saylor and Kyle Baker (145) both brought home 

medals.  

Saylor defeated Nathan Cervantez, of De La Salle (Calif.), in the consolation 

semifinals 5-3, and was set for a rematch with Matt Findlay, of Alta (Utah), who 

defeated him 8-2 in the quarterfinals, for third place. Saylor couldn't take advantage 

of his second shot at Findlay and was served a 14-4 major decision loss to take fourth 

place. 
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Baker, who lost to Layne Van Anrooy, of Roseburg (Ore.), 8-3 in the consolation 

semifinals, wrestled for fifth place against Branson Ashworth, of Spanish Fork 

(Utah). The senior Red Rover dropped an 11-1 major decision leaving him in sixth 

place. 

Emmaus' Thomas Alcaro (220) finished his trip to Reno by pinning Eric Thrift, of 

Borah (Idaho) in 4:36 to take fifth place. Alcaro defeated Ben Button, of Palmer 

(Ark.), 3-1 in overtime before being edged 2-1 by Victor Raigoza, of Orland (Calif.), in 

the consolation semifinals. 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

on December 21, 2013 at 4:40 PM, updated December 22, 2013 at 7:22 PM 

Phillipsburg High School wrestler Jake Kocsis has maintained his perfection in the 

Reno Tournament of Champions to advance to the 170-pound final against Kimball 

Bastian of Maple Mountain (Utah). 

En route to his finals appearance, he defeated TJ Wind of Pleasant Grove (Utah) 9-3 

in the quarterfinals and Kieffer Taylor of Mountain View (Ariz.) 6-3 in the 

semifinals. 

After a close 3-2 semifinals loss to Tomas Gutierrez of Pomona (Co.), Stateliners 106-

pounder Brandon Paetzell bounced back to record a fall over Trent Johnson of 

Centennial (Idaho) in the consolation semifinals in 2:43. Paetzell will face off against 

Pleasant Grove's Nelson Jones for third place. Broderick Bupivi has fallen into the 

seventh-place final at 160. 

Easton Area High School's 138-pound wrestler Jimmy Saylor and Kyle Baker (145) 

are the only two Red Rovers left in contention for a medal in Reno. Saylor defeated 

Nathan Cervantez of De La Salle (Calif.) in the consolation semifinals 5-3 and will 

now have a rematch with Matt Findlay of Alta (Utah), who defeated him 8-2 in the 

quarterfinals, for third place. 

Baker, who lost to Layne Van Anrooy of Roseburg (Ore.) 8-3 in the consolation 

semifinals, will now wrestle for fifth place against Branson Ashworth of Spanish 

Fork (Utah). 
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Emmaus' Thomas Alcaro (220) also won his consolation quarterfinal match. Alcaro 

defeated Ben Button of Palmer (Ark.) 3-1 in overtime and will match up with Victor 

Raigoza of Orland (Calif.).   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Reno Tournament: Easton, Phillipsburg, 

Emmaus have wrestlers left going into 

Day 2 

By Ryan Holmes | The Express-Times  

Email the author  

on December 21, 2013 at 12:11 PM, updated December 22, 2013 at 8:01 PM 

Jimmy SaylorExpress-Times Photo | JIM MIDDLEKAUFF 

Going into the second day of the Reno Tournament of Champions in Reno, Nev., 

the Easton Area High School wrestling team is in seventh place with 94.5 team 

points.  Phillipsburg is not far behind as it sits in 12th place with 90.5 and Emmaus is 

in the middle of the pack of 110 teams in 54th place with 33 points. 

The Red Rovers have five wrestlers still competing, all of whom have fallen into the 

consolation bracket of their respective weight classes. Hayden Keleher(106), Evan 

Fidelibus (126), Jimmy Saylor (138), Kyle Baker (145) and Elijah Brown (152) will all 

continue their quest to wrestle back for third place this morning. 

Phillipsburg also has five wrestlers still in search of the podium. Three of its 

wrestlers, Brandon Paetzell (106), Broderick Bupivi (160) and Jake Kocsis (170), are 

all still in the hunt for gold. DJ Wissing (120) and Max Elling (152) have dropped into 

the consolation bracket. 
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Emmaus' Thomas Alcaro (220) is the lone Green Hornet who made it through to the 

second day of the tournament. He is in the consolation bracket. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Phillipsburg High School wrestling team 

kicks off season ranked No. 5 in New 

Jersey 

 

Coach Dave Post's Phillipsburg wrestling team is ranked No. 5 in the state to open the season. (Express-Times Photo | STEPHEN FLOOD) 

By Brian Fortner | The Express-Times  

on December 19, 2013 at 9:15 PM, updated December 19, 2013 at 9:18 PM 
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The New Jersey high school wrestling season kicks off this weekend with the 

Phillipsburg Stateliners sitting a strong No. 5 in the New Jersey Wrestling Writer's 

Association Top-20 preseason rankings. 

Phillipsburg, also ranked fifth in The Express-Times region, returns 10 starters from 

last season's 13-4 squad. 

If the NJWWA preseason Top 20 is any indication, January's 

Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex Tournament promises to be loaded. Six of those schools - 

Phillipsburg, Warren Hills, Hunterdon Central, Delaware Valley, High Point and 

Kittatinny - are included in the statewide rankings. 

Bergen Catholic, which returns 12 starters and will be bolstered by the addition of 

two transfers, is the unanimous No. 1 selection in the rankings. The Crusaders, 

whose lone setback last year was to undefeated South Plainfield, went 19-1 en route 

to capturing the Non-Public A title. 

Reigning state champions Nick Suriano and Johnny Sebastian, who won a second 

consecutive individual crown in March, anchor a veteran team that features nine 

incumbent state qualifiers. 

Highly regarded Jordan Pagano (160 pounds) of South Brunswick and Pete Lipari 

(126 pounds) of Lenape Valley, who placed seventh in the state last year at 120 

pounds, join the Crusaders. 

Bergen Catholic is vying for its eighth state title and fifth under coach Dave Bell, 

who enters his 16th season. 

Bergen County schools Don Bosco Prep and St. Joseph of Montvale join the 

Crusaders in the preseason Top 20, which also includes Shore Conference powers 

Howell, Brick Memorial, Southern and Raritan. 

Hanover Park and Delbarton represent Morris County in the rankings, which also 

feature South Jersey powers Paulsboro and Clearview. 

Defending Group I champion Bound Brook, which dropped a 39-18 decision to 

Bergen Catholic last season, debuts at No. 2, while St. Peter's Prep is No. 3. 

http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/wrestling/
http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/school/phillipsburg-phillipsburg-high-school/wrestling/


South Plainfield, which topped the NJWWA final rankings in 2012-13, enters the 

year at No. 18. 

The NJWWA consists of 17 voting members. Results of its weekly poll will appear in 

participating newspapers every Tuesday beginning Jan. 7, and online at the 

websites of participating media outlets every Monday beginning Jan. 6. 

Region V ranking chairman Ron Mazzola has succeeded former NJWWA member 

Bob Behre as the association's president. 

Here are the rankings: 

1. Bergen Catholic 

2. Bound Brook 

3. St. Peter's Prep 

4. Don Bosco Prep 

5. Phillipsburg 

6. Delbarton 

7. High Point 

8. Kittatinny 

9. Brick Memorial 

10. Howell 

11. Southern 

12. Hanover Park 

13. Paulsboro 

14. St. Joseph (Montvale) 



15. Warren Hills 

16. Raritan 

17. Delaware Valley 

18. South Plainfield 

19. Hunterdon Central 

20. Clearview 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


